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Dear Nativity Family, 
 
I Believe in one God 
I Believe in His Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church  
I Believe in the Resurrection 
I Believe we are called to Embrace, Equip, and Empower ordinary people for 
the Kingdom 
I Believe in Hope 
 
This month’s Newsletter will be arriving in your homes just short of the Novem-
ber elections, yet I still want to encourage you during these challenging times 
and exhort you to get out there and VOTE! As Christians and as members of our 
communities, we have a spiritual and civic duty to do our part and help make 
this land the best country it can be for all of our citizens.  
But above all, and regardless of the outcome, I want to call you Hope.  
Over the past eight months our generation has had to endure so many things we 
didn’t anticipate when the ball dropped January 1st.  
 
It began with COVID 19 and the loss of over 200,000 American lives: our 
friends, our neighbors, our loved ones. We have had to endure the pain of sepa-
ration, anxiety, the shuttering of businesses, closings of schools and churches, 
and there is still no vaccine yet, no silver bullet.  
 
We as a nation have lamented with our siblings in Christ who suffer under rac-
ism as we have been forced to confront racism within our nation and the church.  
 
Yet, in spite of all that has happened, and whatever may come, I believe in hope.  
I choose to believe in Hope because I believe in a God who does not abandon 
His children 
I choose to believe in Hope, because even when Jesus was ascending, He prom-
ised us He would leave us a comforter, the Holy Spirit to watch over His church 
and guide us during all times, even dark ones like the one we find ourselves in 
now.  
 
Regardless of the outcome of the election, regardless of the present health cri-
sis’s we find ourselves, we are still called to God’s work and we are still called 
to be the church. 
 
This month will be an exciting month as we continue to offer creative and joyful 
ways to grow in our faith. I am thrilled to welcome you to our new sensory 
friendly  indoor worship at our new worship time of 8:30 in the Nave. This ser-
vice is exciting because on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday’s we are dedicating this 
time of worship for families and individuals who treasure worship that is  

(continued on page 2) 
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OUR WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Weekly 
Sundays           
7:45 AM             Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist                                                                        

with Sunday School                               
and Nursery Care 

 
Wednesdays  

12pm Noonday Prayer and 
Holy Eucharist 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0  

The Nativity Scene 

Embraced  

Equipped  

Empowered  
 

Gratitude is the  
inward feeling of 
kindness received. 
Thankfulness is the 
natural impulse to 

express that feeling. 
Thanksgiving is the 

following of that  
impulse. 

 
Henry Van Dyke 
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THE 119TH DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
THE MISSION CONTINUES 

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2020 

 
Convention this year will be conducted entirely 
online, and portions will take place over the week of 
November 1-7.  There is no charge, but registration is 
required so that we may accurately track delegate sta-
tus, issue voting credentials, and communicate with 
delegates at their preferred email address.  Please 
carefully note the following: 
 Sunday (Choral Evensong and Bishop’s Ad-

dress) and Monday (Prayers for Election) 
events are for all people of the Diocese, and do 

NOT require registration.  These events will be 
streamed on Facebook and YouTube; links will be 
posted ahead of time on this website. 

 The Wednesday Budget Hearing via Zoom is op-
tional for delegates.  Registration is required.   

 Thursday’s Pre-Convention Meeting (required for 
delegates) and Saturday’s Convention will both 
take place on Zoom, and require registration.   

Prayer of the Month 

From Pastor Chad’s Desk 
(conclusion)  

 
impactful, enriching, and not overwhelming to the 
senses. For those worshipping at 10:00 in the Fellow-
ship Hall, you will notice that it is been refreshed and 
more integrated to the guidelines for a safe worship 
service during this COVID pandemic. I want to per-
sonally thank Deb Hesek, Cathy and Henry Ter-
wedow, Larry Engholm and Howie Gelles who have 
volunteered countless hours to make this refresh hap-
pen. Thank You, Thank, You, Thank You! 
 
Beginning on November 8th we commence our stew-
ardship campaign “Carry The Light”. This is our op-
portunity to give of ourselves in ways that will stretch 
us to respond to the despair and challenges of our 
times as the people of God, this is our opportunity to 
recommit ourselves to living out our callings as Chris-
tians to “Carry The Light” into this world and the 
work of the church. As you receive your pledge cards, 
as you see the needs of the church , as we continue the 
work we are called to, pray how God can use you in 
new ways, how this can be your opportunity to “Carry 
the Light”.  
 
Beloved, keep this church in your prayers, pray how 
God can use you, connect to our various Small 
Groups, and remember that regardless of what is go-
ing on in this world, Christ has overcome it! and that 
He is still King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  
 
Stay Holy, Stay Safe, Stay Blessed.  
 
Carry The Light. 
 
In Christ, 
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INDOOR WORSHIP BEGINS IN NOVEMBER!!! 
 

We’ve been approved for indoor worship! Beginning 
November 1, Nativity will offer two indoor services 
every Sunday: 
 
• 8:30AM in the Nave (enter through the red doors) 
• 10:00AM in the Hall (enter through the blue 

doors) 
• Note: Facebook Live services will continue every 

Sunday at 10AM 
 
To enable contact tracing and to adhere to capacity 
guidelines, registration is mandatory. See https://
reopen.church/r/HeyoIagM or call Sabina at the of-
fice at 508-393-3146. Available seating will be well 
below capacity. Registration is on a first-come, first-
served basis.   
 
To maintain safety, indoor guidelines include: 

• Please arrive AT LEAST five minutes before the 
service begins. 

• Masks and social distancing are required at all 
times. 

• Directional arrows will guide foot traffic. 
• Seating will be from front to back to limit people 

passing each other. 
• Parishioners may not pass from the Hall to the 

Nave, or vice versa. 
• Only one person at a time in the bathroom. The 

8:30 service will use the small bathroom near the 
Nave. The 10:00 service will use the large bath-
room near the Hall. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances. 
• No in-person coffee hour after either service. 
• Attendees at the 8:30 service should speak only in 

hushed tones before and after the service to ac-
commodate our sensory-sensitive friends. (See 
‘New Worship Service’ article.) 

• Please listen to guidance provided by greeters and 
ushers. 

• If you’re feeling ill or have been in contact with 
anyone suffering from Covid-19, please take care 
of yourself and others by staying home! The 
10:00AM service will continue to be available 
online.  

 
Thank you. We can’t wait to see you in person! 
 
Nativity Reopening Committee 
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How did you spend your “stay-at-home” time? 
 
Charlie Dexter used the “time” to create wood carvings! Charlie has always been 
called by God to “do things” for people. He was instrumental in helping build the 
hall and new space;. His contributions to Nativity Church were numerous and 
very much appreciated! But Charlie is also a gifted artist with amazing abilities to 
work with his hands.  

Take a look at his creations, several he made during the con-
finement! 
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This months #Extraordinary life of the month is Kathy Reil-
ly.  Kathy has been the leader and organizer of Community 
meals for too many years to count.  She does this work, 
among many other ministry jobs, quietly and with much 
love and compassion.  Please Thank Kathy for her dedicated 
service to the community and to God. 

 
ACOLYTES WANTED! 

 
Acolyte means “companion” or “one who 
helps.” An acolyte brings the symbolic light of 
Christ into the worship service. Acolytes serve 
an important role in our Sunday worship and 
being an acolyte is a service of honor to God 
and to the worshiping community. 
 
Would you like to serve as an acolyte? We are 
calling young and old alike! 
 
If you have wanted to "lift high the cross" and 
lead Pastor Chad in our worship procession, 
this is your chance to learn about serving as an 
acolyte! 
 
Interested? Please contact Maureen Pellizzari 
at moepell@townisp.com or 508-845-2757.  

Prayer – Election 2020  
Beloved Father God,  
We acknowledge that You are our God and there is no other. 
We acknowledge Your sovereign control over all things.  
We confess that we are experiencing fear and anxiety, but you 
are greater than those things that come against us.  
We love You and we believe that what You say is true and can 
be depended upon. We repent of not loving You and people 
better. We seek Your forgiveness and wise counsel; not just for 
now… but for always.  

We pray for the upcoming 2020 Presidential Election and ask 
for peace, safety for all, and Your guidance. We seek Your 
will and not our own, knowing that all things work together for 
our good and Your Glory because we are called and loved by 
You.  
We pray that You turn the hearts of Your people back to You.  
We ask all these things in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, Savior, King and Redeemer, through Your Holy 
Spirit.  
Amen.  



 6 

NEW!  
Sensory-Friendly  
Worship Service 

 
Worship can be a wonderful 
uplifting time to connect to God 
in community and sometimes it 

can be an overwhelming experience with unseen barri-
ers that often prevent people with disabilities from 
becoming active members in our congregation.  
 
With all that is happening during worship like music, 
prayers, scents such as cologne and perfume, even 
side conversations, there are many external stimuli 
that can be challenging to process at once. Here at Na-
tivity we want to create spaces that are inclusive and 
accessible so  people with SPD and related conditions 
can fully participate as they feel comfortable.  
 
Beginning in November, Nativity will offer sensory-
friendly services on the first, third, and fifth Sundays 
of the month. Special attention will be given to host-
ing a calm, serene space in which to worship. This 
will include a general volume that never gets too high 
or too low, or sudden changes in sound or light.  
 
Services will be at 8:30AM in the Nave. Registration 
is required. See https://reopen.church/r/HeyoIagM or 
call Sabina at the office at 508-393-3146. 
 
Help sensory-sensitive visitors and parishioners feel 
God’s blessings and be comfortable in His house. If 
you attend at the 8:30 service, please mindful that this 
is a time for people of all abilities to gather for wor-
ship. Spread the word about this new service!" 

WARM 2020 Virtual Fundraiser 
 
Wednesday, November 18 | 7:00 - 8:00PM on Zoom. 

Register at www.warmwelcoming.org 
 

You’re invited! Join Worcester Alliance for Refugee 
Ministry (WARM) for a virtual fundraiser to help 
raise $75,000 for refugee families to be WARMly 
welcomed in Worcester. Come hear accounts from 
those who, like Hagar from the biblical story, have 
traveled the hard road of being refugees - from being 
displaced to finding belonging. 

“She was enslaved, mistreated, and then aban-
doned…but God saw her”. (Genesis 16). 
 
You can be part of her story  

Can't attend the fundraiser? Donate today on the 
WARM website to help WARM reach their goal! 

Prayer  
Options at 

Nativity 
 

 Did you know 
that there are 
many ways to 

ask for prayer at Nativity?  The first is to share pray-
ers, spoken or via FaceBook, during the service on 
Sunday Mornings. To create a safe space for every-
one, prayer needs expressed in this format or in any 
meeting at Nativity are considered confidential and 
not to be shared. 
 
 Ongoing prayer concerns are included in the worship 
bulletin each week. To add your prayer need to this 
list notify Sabina by calling the Church Office at (508) 
393-3146 or by 

email sterrades@churchofthenativity.org .  Please be 
sure to update Sabina as your need changes. 
 
 Another option is our Prayer Chain. We have a team 
of people willing to hold your need in prayer for a 
month.  You can email your personal prayer request 
to prayerchain@churchofthenativity.org and I will be 
happy to forward it on to the team.  You can also call 
me on my cell phone (508) 330 – 4111. 
 
 However you share your prayer request, be sure to 
also share when God answers so that we can give Him 
the glory and be encouraged by how He is moving 
among us. 
 
Peace & Blessings,  
Lynn DeAngelis 

mailto:sterrades@churchofthenativity.org
mailto:prayerchain@churchofthenativity.org
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Get Involved with Nativity’s Refugee Ministry! 
  
Even though Covid-19 slowed the arrival of new refugees to our area, 
there are plenty of ways to support refugee families who already live in 
Worcester.  
 
Nativity’s refugee ministry is currently working on the following pro-
jects. We’d love to have you join us! 
 
1) Funding. Nativity's Outreach committee generously donated $500 to 
support WARM, the Worcester Alliance for Refugee Ministry. Thank 
you for your generosity, Church of the Nativity!! 
 
2) Tutoring. Helping refugee students get a handle on their school work 
while working to improve their English language skills is a high priority.  
Tutoring occurs over Zoom, out-
side with masks, and, most recent-
ly, in "WARM Learning Pods" 
where students study, laugh, enjoy 

music, crafts, and games, and talk about Jesus. So far, five families/
pods, with 22 students total, meet from 10-2 each Friday at The Journey 
Church in Worcester. If tutoring isn’t your thing, drivers are also need-
ed. More info: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0448a9a92cabf49-
warm3  

3) Prayer. 
We’re brain-
storming ide-
as for setting 
up prayer support for some of the neediest refugee 
families.  
 
To become a tutor and/or to learn what it means to 
volunteer with WARM, contact Betsy Hummel at 
betsyahummel@gmail.com or 774-232-2510. A 
training class will be set up soon. Help us welcome 
the refugees in our midst. Nativity’s refugee minis-
try is always looking for new recruits!  
 
 
 
 

"Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality  
to angels without knowing it." Hebrews 13:2 

Rachael Lynch (with faithful photographer Brendan Lynch) helps 
one young woman prepare her college applications. “Working as 

a volunteer tutor is a joyful experience. Chanty is an amazing 
young woman." 

Dianne Vanacore helps a young student at 
WARM’s new Learning Pod in Worcester. 
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Community Gathering  
 
On Sunday October 11th we held a Zoom community 
gathering after the 10:00 service.  The intention of the 
meeting was to keep us connected as the body of 
Christ and informed of the exciting things still hap-
pening at Nativity Church. We started with fellow-
ship, checking in with each other, sharing some of the 
stresses as well as joys we are experiencing in these 
difficult times.  We then turned the discussion to the 
work happening at our church.  
 
Some of the topics discussed were: 
 
1. In November we will begin to have the Sunday 

worship services indoors.  There will be an 8:30 
service in the nave and a 10:00 service in the Hall. 
Seating will be limited and it will be necessary to 
reserve your spot  by using the link https://
reopen.church/r/HeyoIagM or calling the office.  
The 10:00 service will still be streamed on Face-
book Live so if you are not comfortable coming 
inside for worship you will still be able to able to 
fully participate in worship.   

2. We will unveil the transformed Hall as we reenter 

the space for worship, don’t worry we will have a 
video tour for those of you at home.   

3. The preschool is up and running and having a 
wonderful time in learning, they are having school 
mostly outdoors. We give a grateful thank you to 
Stacey Paradise, our preschool director and her 
staff making this happen in these difficult times.  

4. The vestry continues to meet and work to keep the 
business and spiritual needs of the parish met. 

5. Bible studies continue to meet via Zoom and other 
platforms 

6. The music ministry continues to have Tiny desk 
concerts on Facebook 

7. The building and grounds have received many 
much-needed repairs and improvements 

8. Our outreach ministry continues to work to meet 
needs in the community with donations to North-
borough Helping Hands Holiday programs and to 
the WARM’s learning pod program supporting the 
refugee children in their remote learning. 

9. In order to keep you informed our financial reports 
as well as vestry minutes are available on our web 
site under members only (please contact Sabina 
for the password). 

10. The Stewardship program will begin in November  
11. The meeting was well attended, and I thank all 

who participated. Please remember that you can 
always contact the church to share any needs or 
concerns you might have.   

 
Peace 
 
Deb Hesek 


