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Dear Nativity Family, 
 
Well, here we are. The summer is winding down and the beginning of the 
school year (in whatever form that looks like) is at hand. While we are still in 
the midst of the pandemic life is marching on all around us and life here at  
Nativity is no different.  
 
It was great to see some of you at our first in person worship August 2nd and 
we are rejoicing in the celebration of baptism with the Moncrieffe and Nelson 
families as we welcomed into the household of God, babies Emma and  
William. Let us keep these families in prayer as they raise their children into 
the full stature of Christ. Let us also rejoice with Cara, Aaron, and Samantha 
in the birth of Emily Anastasia Ting who came into this world and a healthy 
9lbs 10oz. So much new life and new birth here at Nativity. 
 
I just want to remind you that the next in person gathering for worship will be 
the first Sunday in September and every Sunday thereafter and contingent  
upon where we are at with the COVID 19 virus. We would love for you to join 
us and you can register online to attend, all we ask is that you bring your own 
chairs and if you are displaying ANY of the symptoms of COVID 19 please 
stay home for yours and all persons health and well-being. 
 
I am away for annual military training for 10 days this month and if you have 
any pastoral emergencies please contact Deb Hesek. 
 
I want to thank from the bottom of my heart all who have volunteered of their 
time and efforts in making Nativity a safe place to worship and who have been 
helping to keep ministry happening during these times. Without the efforts of 
so many people where would we be?  I am proud of how Nativity is showing 
the world we are such a loving and giving community, together we will  
continue to carry the gospel of Jesus Christ and minister in our community. 
 
Enjoy the rest of your Summer and stay Holy, stay Blessed, and stay Safe. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 

 
 

FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK 

V O L U M E  5 9 ,  I S S U E  1

     

OUR WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Weekly 
Sundays           
7:45 AM             Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist                                                                        

with Sunday School                               
and Nursery Care 

 
Wednesdays  

12pm Noonday Prayer and 
Holy Eucharist 

A U G U S T  2 0 2 0  

The Nativity Scene 

Embraced  

Equipped  

Empowered  
 

“Remember to be gentle 
with yourself and others. 

We are all children of 
chance and none can 

say why some fields will 
blossom while others lay 

brown beneath the  
August sun.” 

 
Kent Nerburn 
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Do you know a Massachusetts parent who goes 
above and beyond for their family?  
 
 
Nominate them to win a $300 gift card to a local spa 
or a $300 Amazon gift card. O’Connor Family 
Law is hosting the remarkable Parent Nomination 
until September 30th.  
 
To nominate a parent you know who deserves this 
award, please go to:  
https://familylawma.com/remarkable-parent-
nomination/  

PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE VIGIL AT  
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

IN SHREWSBURY:  
 
People have been gathering every Tuesday for a 
peace and social justice vigil. The vigil is in front of 
the Trinity Episcopal Church in Shrewsbury. Bring 
your own signs to show your support for peace and 
social justice in our nation. The weekly vigil will 
continue until August 26.  

Thank you Aaron 
and Samantha 
Ting, for the  

beautiful chalk 
artwork on the 
parking lot to  

prepare for our 
outdoor service! 
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Thank you to all the volunteers who helped beautifying the 
church grounds for our first in-person, outside service on  

August 2nd! 

Becky Krebsbach and 
Jeannie Hebert 

Cathy Terwedow 

Jeannie Hebert 

Aaron and Samantha Ting 

Thank you Pastor Chad and Ethan for continuing to 
broadcast our live worship service while on vacation! 

August 2nd outdoor worship 

"Summer afternoon—summer afternoon; to me those have always been the two most  

beautiful words in the English language."   Henry James 
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INTRODUCING 
COMMUNITY 

MEALS CURBSIDE  
PICK UP.  

 
Every Wednesday, 

6pm – 7pm on the Trinity Church parking lot. Please 
drive up and park. Your to-go meal will be delivered 
to your car. Please remain in your car, wear your mask 
and respect social distancing guidelines. 
 
Go to this link to sign up for a date to donate/help: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0c49aba822a1f58-summer  
 
See below for how volunteers are used in this new 
Community Meals system.... 
 
Volunteer opportunities: Community Meals will be 
ordering $5 meals from various local 
food establishments and distributing them to the com-

munity meals guests to-go. Various organizations, in-
cluding Nativity Church, have committed to mone-
tary donations for these entrees. But, you can't have a 
meal without servers, water and dessert. We are look-
ing for volunteers to sign up to donate a case of water 
or 2 dozen individually wrapped desserts and/ or stand 
in the parking lot and deliver the meals to guests in 
their parked cars.  If you are interested in helping, 
please see the available opportunities in the link pro-
vided above and sign up. 
Community Meals has been resurrected in a to-go 
manner and the organizers need your help. They order 
$5 meals from various local food establishments and 
distribute them to the community meals guests to-
go. Various organizations have committed to mone-
tary donations for these entrees. But, you can't have a 
meal without servers, water and dessert.  The organiz-
ers are looking for volunteers to sign up to donate a 
case of water or 2 dozen individually wrapped desserts 
and/or stand in the parking lot and deliver the meals to 
guests in their parked cars 

Congratulations to the Nelson and Moncrieffe families 

on the baptism of William and Emma!! 

Good-bye, Nelson family, and many blessings on your move!  

You will be missed! 
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Our #Extraordinary person of the month is Jeannie Hebert. 
Jeannie is a valuable member of the reopening committee 
sharing her experience as president of the Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of Commerce helping us to plan a safe reopening 
of Nativity.  She has also spent many hours cleaning up and 
beautifying the landscape of Nativity.  Please thank her for 
her dedication and service to our faith community.  

Congratulations to the Ting family on 
the birth of beautiful Emily!! 

TRAINING TIME 
 

Pastor Chad will be away from August 5th to August 15th 
for annual training with the National Guard.  
In case of emergency, please call Deb Hesek. 
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Larry Engholm 

Deb Hesek at the 
Welcome Table 

Sara and Aislyn Gustafson 

Acolyte Matt Pellizzari 

Reader 
Karen 
Zacher 

The McDonald/Hanson Family 

Rachel Manley and Binto John 

Karen McCabe 

Peter and Dianne Vanacore 
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Devotional 
 

The gift of brokenness… 
 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mys-
teries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body 
to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. —1 
Corinthians 13:2-3  
 
Brokenness refers to the authentic person rather than 
to an awesome performance. Why is it that Paul says, 
"I am nothing"? What does he mean? He is showing 
what he is as a person. 
 
What Paul wants in 1 Corinthians 13 is to show what 
we are as Christians, as people who have been  
converted; we are going to heaven, and we are going 

to stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give an 
account of the things done in the body. Is God going 
to ask us to explain how our gift of prophecy functions 
or whether people thought we were great preachers? 
No! We will give an account of the things done in the 
body. So that the gifts, without brokenness, equal  
zero. 
 
In these verses, Paul is referring to spiritual gain; 
without love there is no intimacy with God. John said 
that our fellowship is with the Father, but if we don't 
have love we won't be having fellowship with the  
Father; there will be no spiritual gain. 
 
He could also be referring to spiritual progress. The 
only time we grow spiritually is when what we do is 
totally hidden from others and only God knows. Then 
we get the honor that comes only from Him: "How 
can you believe if you accept praise from one another, 
yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes 
from the only God?" (John 5:44). Brokenness is when 
we are content with knowing that He knows. Are you 
suffering today? God knows. Are you going through a 
very difficult time? God knows. 
 
What makes the giving of one's life, of one's posses-
sions, of value ... what makes the gifts effective is bro-
kenness, the slain ego. 

 
“Senses” 

 
A poem by 

Cindy Loverin 
 

I see You in the wispy clouds and in the falling snow. 
I hear You in the roaring sea  and all Your works I know. 
I smell You in the morning air as I meet the day ahead. 
I taste You in the drops of wine and in the loaf of bread. 

 
With all my senses, Lord, I feel Your presence everywhere 
As I rise to sing my song of praise and as I kneel in prayer. 
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21st Century Congregations  
by 

The Rev. Vicki Ix 
Canon for  

Communications 
 
Being Church now is really hard. It's month five and we are 
all weary from the constant adaptation. Whatever we have 
decided to do - daily emails, Zoom worship or live-
streaming from the sanctuary - we are all ready for this to 
be "over." But even when the pandemic is under control, 
and the right vaccine has been made available, the ways in 
which we have reached out to one another will have 
changed us. We will not go back to "normal." We will 
move forward into a future that is decidedly digital. We 
will be ministering in a new faith community that lives and 
prays beyond the borders of our building. Some churches 
are finding that the movement online - while forced by the 
circumstances of COVID-19 - has brought new friends into 
the virtual narthex. As we all consider the post-pandemic 
Church, most agree we won't be pulling the plug on online 
ministry any time soon. 
 
While digital ministry in these days generally means Face-
book Live or YouTube, I want to remind us all that the me-
dium of our communication is less important than the mes-

sage. 
Some con-
gregations 
have cho-
sen to 
worship 
online 
with 
Washing-
ton Na-
tional Ca-
thedral, or Trinity Wall Street. Some congregations are col-
laborating and allowing this crisis to become a bridge be-
tween them. Others are focusing on other mediums that 
allow for daily contact. Sermons are being recorded and 
shared. Coffee Hour is happening in little Zoom boxes and 
the nurturing of loving relationships continues with good, 
old-fashioned phone calls. What matters most now - in this 
extraordinary moment - is the quality of our love for one 
another and for our neighbors. What matters is the message 
that God loves us all and abides with us. While the 21st 
century Church is clearly becoming a hybrid space of in-
person and online worship, the mission has always been 
about the way of love. If we are communicating that, we 
are being Church now.  
 

Bishops United Issues Letter to the Church:  
Uphold Voter Rights,  

Achieve Sensible Gun Legislation (Excerpts) 
 
Dear People of God in the Episcopal Church, 
 
In Revelation 21:4, we learn that in the new heaven, God 
will wipe every tear from our eyes... Today God’s people 
are weeping over the dual pandemics of COVID-19 and 
gun violence, and we are called once again to respond. 
 
The spiraling rate at which Americans are buying firearms 
during the pandemic is driving a deadly spike in gun vio-
lence. According to researchers from the University of Cal-
ifornia, Davis and the University of California Firearm Vi-
olence Research Center, Americans bought 2.1 million 
more firearms in March through May 2020 than over the 
same period in previous years. That was just a prelude to 
June, when Americans bought 2.4 million firearms, a 145 
percent increase from June 2019. 
This gun buying surge has, not surprisingly, begat a surge 
in gun violence. Authors of the University of California 
paper estimated that 776 additional injuries or deaths oc-
curred across the nation between March and May. And ac-
cording to Everytown for Gun Safety, the Gun Violence 
Archive’s records indicate that 345 more people died of 
gun shots between March and May than during the same 
period in previous years. 
Like so much else about the COVID-19 crisis, the surge in 
gun violence has hit communities of color hardest… Too 
many people, researchers tell us, are motivated to buy guns 

by anxiety and fear. 
 
As Christians, we know that Jesus tells us not to be afraid. 
And as advocates, we know that having a gun in the home 
in the midst of a pandemic does little to guarantee safety. 
Abused women are five times more likely to be killed if 
their abuser has a firearm. Children are at significantly 
greater risk playing in a home with an unsecured gun. The 
guns Americans are buying today will be wreaking havoc 
on our streets and in our homes long after the pandemic has 
passed. 
 
The kind of sensible gun reforms that Bishops United 
Against Gun Violence supports could help change this situ-
ation, but they have been thwarted by politicians of both 
parties who offer only thoughts and prayers in the wake of 
mass shootings rather than meaningful reforms. We urge 
you to change this situation by voting for candidates who 
support sensible gun reforms and ensuring that all citizens 
have the opportunity to vote…Therefore, in September, we 
are planning to host on our Facebook page a churchwide 
Service of Lamentation for all those whose lives have been 
touched by gun violence. Details coming soon. Together 
we will weep for those we have lost, grieve the fear that 
leads us astray, and prepare to witness at the ballot box and 
in the halls of Congress to the God of life who overcomes 
death, now and forevermore. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Bishops United Against Gun Violence 


