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Greetings Beloved in Christ, 
 
Welcome to Spring, we are finally here! There are a lot 
of opportunities going on this April and I want you to 
pay particular attention to them.  
We are continuing our Rector’s Forum “Ashes to Fire” 
on Sundays at 9. Saturday April 13th will be our Annu-
al Spring Cleaning / Church Clean Up Day and Easter 
Egg Hunt Prep. On April 14th, we kick off Holy Week:  
• Palm Sunday Services: Sunday April 14th  
• Maundy Thursday service: April 18th at 7  
• Good Friday services: April 19th at Noon and 7pm,  

• Saturday April 20: Community Easter Egg Hunt at 2pm and Great Easter 
Vigil at 7pm (complete with the lighting of the Easter Fire).  

• Sunday April 21st is Easter Sunday join us as we will be celebrating the res-
urrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, His victory over the Enemy and the 
grave. Families, we will have a special moment of celebration with our little 
ones during the 10am service (so don’t miss out).  

 
While we are in the midst of this joyous and sacred time of Lent, often we find 
ourselves asking the question “How can I do my part to share the love of God”.  
Well, beloved, it starts with just reaching out to our friends, colleagues, and 
neighbors and inviting them to join us on this great Lenten and Easter adventure, 
extending an invitation to come and be a part of the worship and festivities at 
Nativity.  
As Christians, it is more then just springtime, it is the Easter season, a time of 
new life, not just of flowers and trees, but also a resurrection of the soul. Sure, 
we come to church in our beautiful pastels, we enjoy the adventurous egg hunts, 
the Easter dinner, but more importantly we come to celebrate, to worship, and 
proclaim the empty tomb.  What greater joy can we experience than by reaching 
out to that person who hasn’t experienced what a transformed life looks like, 
someone who doesn’t realize that there is a God who loves them, cherishes them 
and wants to embrace them.   
This is the opportunity of this Lenten and Easter season: to walk with someone 
and journey with them through the desert during Lent, to be with the disciples in 
the upper room with Jesus for the Last Supper, to watch the injustice of a trial 
where Jesus was condemned, walking to Calvary to see the Messiah crucified, 
and then jump for joy when the report comes back that he is risen.  
So folks, hold onto your seats and strap in for the ride!  
Easter is here…Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 
Peace, 
 
 

FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK 

V O L U M E  5 9 ,  I S S U E  1

     

OUR WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Weekly 
Sundays           
7:45 AM             Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist                                                                        

with Sunday School                               
and Nursery Care 

 
Wednesdays  
Noonday Prayer with Eucharist 

A P R I L  2 0 1 9  

The Nativity Scene 

Secure  

in the Love of the Father 

Shaped  

in the Image of the Son 

Serving  

in the Power of the Spirit 

“God proved His love on 
the Cross. When Christ 
hung, and bled, and 

died, it was God saying 
to the world,  
‘I love you.” 

 
Billy Graham 
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Prayer of the Month 
 

Good and gracious God, 
Our most glorious Creator, 

 
As we greet the signs in nature around us: 
Of Spring once again regaling us in bloom, 

In the songs of returning birds and fields soon to be planted, 
We give you praise for an even greater sign of new life:  

the resurrection of your Son, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

that we especially celebrate at this time. 
 

The sadness and despair of his death has given way to the 
bright promise of immortality. 

For the Resurrection is our guarantee  
that justice will triumph over treason,  

Light will overcome darkness,  
and love will conquer death. 

 
As we celebrate, we also dare to ask for your grace  

that we may live the promise given to us, 
By imitating the life of Jesus in reaching out to the poor,  

the marginalized, the least among us, 
As we strive to be neighbor to all those we meet. 

 
We praise you in this Easter season.  
Change our lives, change our hearts  

to be messengers of Easter joy and hope. 
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ,  

our risen Lord forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

- Fr. Larry Snyder, president of Catholic Charities USA, 
offered at the fourth annual White House Easter Prayer 

Breakfast on April 8, 2013  

VERSE OF THE MONTH 

 
“Jesus said to her,  

“I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me,  

though he die, yet shall he live.” 
 

John 11:25  

 
May 1 
June 19  

Please contact Kathy Reilly to volunteer. 

Art Exhibit from Liz Krouse 
 
Liz’s photography exhibit will start on Monday April 1st 
and run through the month of April. The exhibit is enti-
tled "The Natural Universe" and will be photos of na-
ture, wildlife and astrophotography at the Northboro 
Free Library in the meeting room. The library director 
recommends checking ahead to make sure the room is 
free. The exhibit is open for viewing anytime the library 
is open and as long as there are no meetings booked in 
the room. Liz will be setting up at the library on Satur-
day March 30th from 1pm-5pm. If anyone is interested 
in assisting her with the setup, she would be very appre-
ciative of any help.  Or if there are any young people 
who would be interested in making a little money she 
will be very happy to send a little cash their way for 
their time as well as any adults to compensate for their 
time and help.   

SUNDAY FLOWERS:  

 

Please sign up for flowers 

to be displayed in the 

Nave. The sign-up sheet is 

located in the copy room. 
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When you see Glen Campbell please give him a high five 
for being our #Extraordinary life of the month.  Glen puts 
his heart and soul into providing us with beautiful organ 
music to praise God.  He also sings in the choir and is 
gifted in providing hospitality to our community.  Glen 
goes above and beyond in service to our church.  Thank 
You Glen you are loved!  

 
Thank you, Rebecca Krebsbach and Mary Brown, for stepping up to this  ministry. Becky, Mary and 
our wonderful Kitchen team welcome all after the 10 am service on May 5th for a simple luncheon . 

Please bring a dish to share if you can or make a donation. We all have missed our time to gather and to 
connect with our Nativity family. A time for hugs and community.  

We hope you will join us on May 5th for a great luncheon with a good turn out.   

IS BACK!! 

 
St. Patrick’s Day and  

Installation of Cindee Morin 
as Youth and Young  
Families Director. 
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Monday, April 8, 2019 at 7pm 

Join us for an evening of beautiful music and heartfelt 

prayer. This is a time to share our joys and concerns, 

sing praise together and sustain each other through 

prayers, both said and unsaid. 

 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at 12 pm 

Attention Seniors! Please join us for our monthly potluck 

lunch, which will be held in the hall.  

Great food and fellowship! 

GOOD FRIDAY  
By Cindy Loverin 

 
HE IS DEAD! 

It has been a long day. 
There is a deep weariness in my bones. 

I watched Him die in agony. 
I could do nothing for Him. 

It is a relief that it is over now. 
I welcome the dimming light, the cooler air, the end of day. 
The sun sinks below the horizon leaving the sky blood red. 

It is done. 
And yet the beauty of the sunset announces the promise of the New Day to come. 

  
 

RECTOR’S FORUM 

“Ashes to Fire” 

Sundays until Easter  

9 am to 9:40 am 

Friends for Lent: Journey together  
to discover a  

Life Transformed: The Way of Love in Lent 
  
Tuesdays at 10:30am at Lisa Phelps’ 
Tuesdays at 7pm at Betsy Hummel’s 
Wednesdays at 11am at Mary Frances Rozak’s 
Wednesdays at 1:30pm at Sally Kazarian’s 
Thursdays at 7pm at Bruce Reilly’s 
 

Registration forms for Friends for Lent are available at the visitor’s 
desk . 

MEN LENT STUDY/ NEW DAY!!!: Start-
ed on Tuesday March 19th for during eight 
weeks, 6:30m to 8pm in the conference; Ad-
am Meyer is facilitating the discussion based 
on the book “Wild At Heart” by John El-
dredge. Adam is engaging the group with 
video and study guide resources. Please con-
tact the office to register and reserve a book. 

“Here is my servant! I have made him strong. He is my chosen one; I am pleased with him. I have given him my Spirit, 
and he will bring justice to the nations. He won’t shout or yell or call out in the streets. He won’t break off a bent reed or 
put out a dying flame, but he will make sure that justice is done. He won’t quit or give up until he brings justice every-

where on earth, and people in foreign nations long for his teaching.” Isaiah 42:1-4  
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Outreach Committee Update March 2019 
 
Compassion International:  
Nativity continues to support two children 
through this organization. Nadiani Rima-
yanto is from Indonesia and Katulinde 
Prossey is from Uganda. See Nadiani’s 
most recent letter just posted on Nativity’s 
bulletin board.  
 
United Thank Offering:  Noticing the 
good things that happen each day and 
giving thanks to God for our blessings!   
“Every penny, nickel, dime and quarter 
offered in in thanks through UTO is given 
to God’s mission in the world.” 
Thank you to all who are participating in 

this Lenten collection. If you would like to participate or 
just need another, UTO boxes are still available and located 
in the Narthex. Please remember to return all boxes on Sun-
day April 28th.  

 
Worcester Alliance for Refugee  
Ministry: 
Nativity was blessed to provide financial 
assistance to purchase sweaters and socks 
for a Congolese family that arrived in 
Worcester in March. Special thanks to 
Betsy Hummel for recognizing this fami-
ly’s need & shopping for the needed items.  

 
Missions: 
Please pray for Deb 
Hesek as she prepares 
for her upcoming dental 
mission trip to Guate-
mala with Project 
Stretch Dentistry. The 
trip will be the first 
week in April. Deb has 
been working with Pro-
ject Stretch Dentistry 
for many years.  Nativity was able to provide financial as-
sistance for this important mission trip. Please pray for all 
those that will receive the dental services. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Deb, Lois & Janet 

GOOD BYE CCB!  
HELLO BREEZE! 

 
Yes, we had some issues with CCB in 
the past: Not easy to use, limited ac-
cessibility… We have remedied these 
problems by switching to Breeze 
Church Management Software. 
 
Rated one of the best church manage-
ment software programs for small to 
mid-size churches, Breeze provides an 
interactive interface to access member 
details, communicate with members, 
track donations and giving, manage 
volunteers, build reports and more. 
Breeze allows churches to categorize 

contacts into members, guests, volunteers and staff. 
 
Additionally, Breeze features an event management module created to track attendance, generate reports, and more. You 
can use Breeze to print name tags for event attendees and analyze event attendance. The bulk communication feature 
allows church volunteers to send event information to individuals and groups via bulk emails and text messages.  
 
Want to access people’s information? Print a directory? Contact a group of volunteers? Access the calendar? Organize 
events with follow-up information? Contact Sabina at the office and she will make sure you receive an ID and password. 
The system is web-based but you can also download a cellphone app! 
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IT’S TIME FOR STEWARDSHIP! 
  
Wait, you say, it isn’t the Fall. Why is Tony bringing this 
up now? Well, the answer is rather simple. You might 
have guessed that Stewardship is not just pledging in the 
Fall. It’s a year round activity. It is taking care of what 
God has provided us. It started with Adam and Eve tend-
ing the garden. What does this all mean? Well, we thank 
you all for pledging but pledging is only one part of Stew-
ardship. The other part, which is just as important is how 
you interact with Nativity. Our pledges help the Church 
pay the bills, and contribute to many organizations and 
people in need of help. But our Church is kept running by 
all the people who contribute their time to make it all 
work. Contributing your time is just as important as pledg-
ing money. 
  
People contribute time in two ways. One, they help with 
the day to day operation of the Church. This is being a 
Sunday school teacher, a Eucharistic Minister, or just 
helping in the office. Without their help, we wouldn’t 
have services to attend. We wouldn’t be able to open the 
Church at all, even with the pledges in. Second, our pa-
rishioners give their time to helping the needy, working on 
the many Outreach programs our committees manage. 
Nativity gives so much to our surrounding community. 
You should be proud of all these people who give their 
time to help make this happen. 
  
So it’s time for you to think about how you can fulfill 
your Stewardship of time helping Nativity. I ask every one 
of you to consider even a small amount of time every 
month to help run the Church or be on an Outreach com-
mittee activity. Time is precious for all of us. But just one 
hour a month is all it takes to help us out. In the bulletin 
we are asking for volunteers. I ask you to just take a mi-
nute and reflect how you might step up to help us out by 
contributing a little of your time. In doing so you’ll be 
fulfilling what God has asked us to do, care for what 
we’ve been provided. Please seriously consider giving just 
a small bit of your time. 
  
Now is the time to do it. We can use your help! If you 
have questions on how you might do something, feel free 
to ask Father Chad. I’m sure he could find something 
which would work for you. 
  
Thank you for reading this! 
Tony Rea 
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Presiding Bishop  
Michael Curry calls 

for Good Friday  
Offering 

to support ministry 
in Anglican Province 
of Jerusalem and the 

Middle East  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
  
I greet you in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
  
I am writing to you as we look ahead to Holy Week, with 
its focus on our Lord’s sacrificial offering of love on the 
cross. 
  
The Good Friday Offering of our Church is one way to 
help connect the love of Christ on the cross with our sup-
port of the ongoing ministry of love and compassion car-
ried out by our Anglican sisters and brothers throughout 

the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
  
Whether funding a hospital in Gaza or the West Bank, or 
an eye clinic in Aden, or women’s programs, or summer 
camps and leadership training for young people, the Good 
Friday Offering is making a difference in the lives of so 
many. I have witnessed this Jesus-inspired compassion and 
commitment at work with my own eyes. I believe our part-
nership with those who keep the faith of Jesus alive in the 
region, where our Lord walked and began his movement, 
is a significant aspect of our work as part of the church 
catholic. 
  
Thank you for considering this important witness to the 
love of Jesus across our Church. May God bless you and 
keep you always. I remain 
  
Your brother in Christ, 
  
The Most Rev. Michael Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate          
The Episcopal Church  

“When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that 
you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.”  
John 13:12-16 
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We need donations of candy (wrapped pieces small enough to fit into the plastic 
eggs), plastic eggs, and help filling the eggs on April 13 th @ 11: 30. On the day 
of the event we will need volunteers to hide the eggs, to great guests, to assist in 
the hunt, and to help at the reception. Many hands make light work, please con-
sider helping with this community outreach event. There will be a collection box 
in the entry way near the Nave for the eggs and candy. For more information you 
may contact Deb Hesek, Karen McCabe, Lois Macek or JanetWilcox.  Please 
help us make the Community egg hunt a success. 

Church of the Nativity  

Community Easter Egg Hunt 

 

When:  Saturday April 20th  

Where:  45 Howard St.  Northboro, MA, Nativity lawn (indoors in case of rain) 

Time: 2:00 PM 

Come join the fun! 

Eggs full of treats will be scattered about 

Two egg hunt spaces: ages 1-4 and 5 and up 

Don’t forget to bring your basket 

 
We will have a special guest! Come and have a photo with the Easter Bunny 
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What is Good Friday and 
why do we call Good Fri-
day “good,” when it is 
such a dark and bleak 
event commemorating a 
day of suffering and death 
for Jesus? 
 

For Christians, Good Friday is a crucial day of the year 
because it celebrates what we believe to be the most mo-
mentous weekend in the history of the world. Ever since 
Jesus died and was raised, Christians have proclaimed the 
cross and resurrection of Jesus to be the decisive turning 
point for all creation. Paul considered it to be “of first im-
portance” that Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and was 
raised to life on the third day, all in accordance with what 
God had promised all along in the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 
15:3). 
 
On Good Friday we remember the day Jesus willingly suf-
fered and died by crucifixion as the ultimate sacrifice for 
our sins (1 John 1:10). It is followed by Easter, the glorious 
celebration of the day Jesus was raised from the dead, her-
alding his victory over sin and death and pointing ahead to 
a future resurrection for all who are united to him by faith 
(Romans 6:5). 
 
Still, why call the day of Jesus’ death “Good Friday” in-
stead of “Bad Friday” or something similar? Some Chris-
tian traditions do take this approach: in German, for exam-
ple, the day is called Karfreitag, or “Sorrowful Friday.” In 
English, in fact, the origin of the term “Good” is debated: 
some believe it developed from an older name, “God’s Fri-
day.” Regardless of the origin, the name Good Friday is 
entirely appropriate because the suffering and death of Je-
sus, as terrible as it was, marked the dramatic culmination 
of God’s plan to save his people from their sins. 

 
In order for the good news of the gospel to have meaning 
for us, we first have to understand the bad news of our con-
dition as sinful people under condemnation. The good news 
of deliverance only makes sense once we see how we are 
enslaved. Another way of saying this is that it is important 
to understand and distinguish between law and gospel in 
Scripture. We need the law first to show us how hopeless 
our condition is; then the gospel of Jesus’ grace comes and 
brings us relief and salvation. 
 
In the same way, Good Friday is “good” because as terrible 
as that day was, it had to happen for us to receive the joy of 
Easter. The wrath of God against sin had to be poured out 
on Jesus, the perfect sacrificial substitute, in order for for-
giveness and salvation to be poured out to the nations.  
 
Without that awful day of suffering, sorrow, and shed 
blood at the cross, God could not be both “just and the jus-
tifier” of those who trust in Jesus (Romans 3:26). Paradoxi-
cally, the day that seemed to be the greatest triumph of evil 
was actually the deathblow in God’s gloriously good plan 
to redeem the world from bondage. 
 
The cross is where we see the convergence of great suffer-
ing and God’s forgiveness. Psalms 85:10 sings of a day 
when “righteousness and peace” will “kiss each other.” The 
cross of Jesus is where that occurred, where God’s de-
mands, his righteousness, coincided with his mercy. We 
receive divine forgiveness, mercy, and peace because Jesus 
willingly took our divine punishment, the result of God’s 
righteousness against sin. “For the joy set before 
him” (Hebrews 12:2) Jesus endured the cross on Good Fri-
day, knowing it led to his resurrection, our salvation, and 
the beginning of God’s reign of righteousness and peace. 
Good Friday marks the day when wrath and mercy met at 
the cross. That’s why Good Friday is so dark and so Good. 

Christ's "mandate" is 
commemorated on 
Maundy Thursday---
"maundy" being a 
shortened form of man-
datum (Latin), which 
means "command." It 
was on the Thursday of 

Christ's final week before being crucified and resurrected 
that He said these words to his disciples: 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another" (John 
13:34). 

What Was the New Commandment? 
Well, for one thing, it raised the definition of love to a new 
and higher standard. Jesus sacrificially met His followers' 
deepest need---that of new spiritual life and the forgiveness 
of sins. He even loved His enemies, and He calls us to 
show love to those who don't appear to deserve it. Just as 
Jesus loved sinners "to the end" (or "to the max" John 13:1) 
when He had nothing to gain from them, so must we. 

The Bible says that there was nothing attractive about sin-
ful mankind that drew Him to love us. God loved us while 
we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8). Salvation is not only a 
wonderful gift that protects us from the penalty that we 
deserve Romans 6:23, the work of Christ also embues new 
life, grants spiritual strength, and motivates godly action in 
those who believe: 

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people,12 training us to re-
nounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 
lives in the present age,13 waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,14 who 
gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works." (Titus 2:11-14) 

While Scripture doesn't forbid us to commemorate days 
like Maundy Thursday, the main question is are we observ-
ing Christ's new command to love---especially those who 
deserve it least? 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+15:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+15:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+1:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+6:5
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06643a.htm
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+3:26
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+85:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+12:2
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+13:34
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+13:34
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+13:1
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/romans/5-8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+6:23
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/titus/passage.aspx?q=titus+2:11-14
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Positions  Name 

Chairs: 
Verger: 

• Assist the clergy in the conduct of public worship 

• Lead the procession into the church 

• Assign, conduct training, check in lectors, chalice 
bearers, acolytes, and prayer intercessors 

• Coordinate with the clergy, Acolyte Leader, Music 
Director and Choir, Altar Guild, Ushers and Greeters 

• Work with the rector to ensure that any special ser-
vice needs are met and that the service flow is 
seamless and grace-filled 

  

Christian Education: 

Nursery Assistants: 
Assist our paid Nursery care provider, volunteer    

VBS Team Leader: 

• Coordinate a VBS program  

• Choose program  

• Organize volunteers 

  

VBS Volunteers: 

•  Help to organize a VBS program (a program run for 
a week in the summer). Teach at VBS 

• Work in the setup of the program 

  

Facilities & Grounds Team members: 

• Work with the Jr. Warden on needed projects to 
maintain the church building Volunteer to work on 
the grounds as needed 

• Work on special projects 

• Meet quarterly as Facility and Grounds Team  

 

Welcome Desk Team: 

• Be part of a team to man the welcome desk before 
and after Sunday services. Serve on a scheduled 
basis 

• Have a welcoming, helpful, and engaging spirit   

  

Ushers: 

• Be part of the team to usher at the 7:45 or 10:00 
Sunday service 

• Serve on a scheduled basis 

• Have a welcoming, helpful, and engaging spirit  
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Positions  Name 
Worship: 

LEMS: 

• Become licensed by the bishop to administer the conse-
crated elements of the Eucharist.  

• Administer the consecrated bread and wine at any cele-
bration of the Eucharist to assist the pastor.  

• Attend training to become a LEM to serve at the altar on 
Sundays on a scheduled basis  

  

Acolytes: 

• Acolytes are the service participants who carry the cross-
es, candles, and other items in procession, and who help 
in a number of important ways throughout the service. 
Train to serve at the altar on Sundays on a rotating 
scheduled basis 

• Open to youth and Adults   

  



 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

45 Howard Street 

Northborough, MA 01532 

508-393-3146  (fax) 508-393-0702 

www.churchofthenativity.org 

 

We have been called together by God 

 to be and to make faithful fol-

lowers  

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Check out our weekly News and 

Notes listing of announcements 

and events. 
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April 2019 
 

Until Easter: 
   Rector’s Forum 9 am to 9:40 am on Sundays 
   “Transformed: The Way of Love In Lent” 
   Men’s Small Group “Wild At Heart” 
   Tuesdays at 6:30 for 8 weeks starting on 3/19 
04/08:  Praise and Prayer at 7pm 
04/16:  Senior Luncheon, 12:30pm 
04/13:  Church spring clean-up and Easter Egg Hunt Prep 
04/14:  Start of Holy Week 
04/20:  Easter Egg Hunt 

The Nativity  

Scene 


