
 1 

   

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings beloved in Christ, 
 
I want to start off by saying, Happy Pentecost y’all!  Pen-
tecost is one of my favorite times of the year because it is a 
WHOLE season of birthday celebrations. Birthday cele-
brations you ask? That’s right, it is the birthday of the 
church, the day the Holy Spirit came down and poured out 
itself on the believers from all the corners of Jewish dias-
pora. It has been accepted by the church as the visible day 
Christ’s promise to the disciples that he would leave a 

comforter to watch over us and guide us through the ages came to pass. So Hap-
py Birthday to you, and all the faithful throughout the world. 
 
As we celebrate Pentecost and the gift of the Holy Spirit, I want all of us to use 
this season as an opportunity to live out the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, 
and go out into our communities to joyfully share this gift of God and His grace 
through Our Lord Jesus Christ with our neighbors and the people God sends into 
our lives. Now I know that sometimes it may feel like a daunting task, so to help 
you in this work, the church is providing some opportunities to invite folks to 
join in our life of faith starting with our Community Yard Sale here at the church 
on Saturday June 8th from 9-1. We will provide the space for you to come out and 
do some Spring Cleaning, relieve yourselves of items that you feel would bless 
someone else’s home, and make some extra cash in the process.  All you have to 
do is reach out to Sabina and let her know that you will be out here that Saturday. 
If you need a table and/or a canopy, we have some at the church you may use but 
it will be your responsibility for putting up, taking down, and returning the items 
to their place of storage after the sale. Also, Sunday June 9th is Pentecost and we 
will gather and celebrate as one church with one service at 9am with a Pentecost 
picnic afterwards.  The church will provide a good ol’ southern barbecue lunch 
and if your last name begins by A to M, bring on out a salad for the church to 
share; if your last name begins with N to Z, you can bring a drink, rolls, or bread 
item. Then, on the 3rd Sunday, we will be having our Simple Social and Family 
Sunday. So you see, celebration, celebration, and celebration! 
 
With all of these celebrations, we can’t forget that we will be having our 2nd 
Community Gathering after both services, where we gather and talk about what’s 
gaping in the life of the church as the body of Christ here in Northborough. 
Please make time to come out participate and share. 
 
So, there it is, Pentecost a season of celebrations and opportunities to invite the 
people God sends into our lives to share in this great adventure of faith. I hope 
we all take advantage of these opportunities and until then, see you Sunday.  
 
Stay Holy, Stay Blessed, 

FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK 

V O L U M E  5 9 ,  I S S U E  1

     

OUR WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Weekly 
Sundays           
7:45 AM             Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist                                                                        

with Sunday School                               
and Nursery Care 

 
Wednesdays  
Noonday Prayer with Eucharist 

J U N E  2 0 1 9  

The Nativity Scene 

Secure  

in the Love of the Father 

Shaped  

in the Image of the Son 

Serving  

in the Power of the Spirit 

“I want to congratulate 

all the men out there 

who are working dili-

gently to be good fa-

thers whether they are 

stepfathers, or biologi-

cal fathers or just spiritu-

al fathers.” 

 

T. D. Jakes  
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Prayer of the Month 
 

Lord Jesus, as God's Spirit came down and rested upon you, 
May the same Spirit rest on us, 
Bestowing his sevenfold gifts. 

First, grant us the gift of understanding, 
By which your precepts may enlighten our minds. 
Second, grant us counsel, by which we may follow 

in your footsteps on the path of righteousness. 
Third, grant us courage, 

by which we may ward off the enemy's attacks. 
Fourth, grant us knowledge, 

by which we can distinguish good from evil. 
Fifth, grant us piety, 

by which we may acquire compassionate hearts. 
Sixth, grant us fear, 

by which we may draw back from evil 
and submit to what is good. 
Seventh, grant us wisdom, 

that we may taste fully the life-giving sweetness  
of your love. 

 
(Prayer of St. Bonaventure to the Holy Spirit) 

 

VERSE OF THE MONTH 
 

“As a father has compassion  
on his children,  

so the LORD has compassion  
on those who fear him.” 

 
Psalm 103:13 

June 19  

Please contact Kathy Reilly to volunteer. 

        THE SPRING 
                by Cindy Loverin 

 
It's Spring! 

I know not when nor why nor whence it came. 
It's here! 

E'en though the chilling winter wind still blow. 
Look up! 

See how the summer's blue bedecks the sky. 
And there 

A robin bravely sings its cheerful song. 
Newborn 

The earth awakes and lifts her praise on high 
To God! 

 
Attention, attention! 

 
Looking for getting rid of stuff that has accumulated in your 
home? Church of the Nativity will be hosting a community 
yard sale on Saturday June 8th, 9am to 1pm! Sell your stuff 
and keep the money!! 
 
Bring your table/canopy. We do have tables and canopies 
available at cost. Contact the office. 
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This month our  #Extraordinary life of the month is 
the lives of all who helped in the cleanup day at Na-
tivity. Only some are pictured here. So thank you 
ALL who helped out to beautify and cleanup our 
beloved home. Ordinary people living extraordinary 
lives.   

 
MARK THE DATE! 

 
June 9th is Pentecost and church-wide picnic! 

 
Please note we will have only one service on the 
9th at 9am. The picnic will follow the service. 

 
More details will follow in  

your Sunday’s bulletin and weekly email. 

CHURCH GROWTH BY 

THE NUMBERS 

 In my last statement to you all, 
I emphasized how (1) it’s im-
portant for Nativity to attract 
new members and (2) chal-
lenged you all to bring a new 
member in or at convince some-
one you know to come in for a 
service. If we all just brought 
one person in, per year, our 

church would begin to grow.  
 
Sabina recently shared some interesting statistics with me which 
are below. So lets get to the numbers and see what they tell us!  
 

Take a good look at the graph above. There is no question that 
best and most productive way to attract new members to our 
Church is for each and every one of us try to bring a friend or 
relative to our church. This is why the challenge is so important 
to the growth of Nativity! 
 
Now here are some more numbers for you all to noodle on.  
Check out the below: 
 

• Only 2% of church people invite an unchurched per-
son  

• One study found 37% of Christians linked their conver-
sion to being invited to church 

• 40% who joined first came because a friend invited. 
 
Part of our devotion to God and our faith is inviting someone we 
know to one of our services. The numbers are very clear. A lot 
of good can happen when you invite someone to a service. It is 
up to each and every one of us to act on bringing someone into a 
service. At least think of one person or family you could reach 
out to and invite them. You will be fulfilling your faith and help-
ing our Church grow. 
  
Tony Rea 
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Monday, June 10th, 2019 at 7pm 

Join us for an evening of beautiful music and heartfelt 

prayer. This is a time to share our joys and concerns, 

sing praise together and sustain each other through 

prayers, both said and unsaid. 

Attention Seniors! 
 
The next Senior Luncheon will be on Tuesday, June 11th at 
12:30 in the church hall. Please join us for fun and laughter. 
Call or e-mail Karen Taylor at karenobjn2003@aol.com or 
508-865-0305 or Priscilla Gagnon at pris175@charter.net or 
508-393-8745 to let us know how many to set up for and what 
food you will be bringing to share. Looking forward to seeing 
you all there and remember we are always open to new ideas. 

 
We would like to give a big thank 
you to Sabina for her presentation at 
the May Sr. Luncheon. She has been 
crocheting plastic mats for the 
homeless made out of recycled plas-
tic bags and is willing to teach any-
one who is interested in learning.       
                                                                                                                             
It is a very easy process to help the 
homeless, recycle plastic bags to 
help the environment and a great 

thing for Worcester fellowship. Give her a call or shoot her an 
e-mail at the church and she will choose a day and time for a 
class.  
 
Thank you 
again Sabina. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Taylor 
and Priscilla 
Gagnon 
  

 

New Bible Study 
 
Are you interested in learning more about the Old Tes-
tament?  Join Cindy Loverin for “Old Testament 101” 
starting on Thursday May 23 in the Parlor from 10 to 
11:30 AM.  For more information or to register call or 
text Cindy at 774-258-0493.  

mailto:karenobjn2003@aol.com
mailto:pris175@charter.net
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SUNDAY FLOWERS:  

 

Please sign up for flowers to 

be displayed in the Nave. The 

sign-up sheet is located in the 

copy room. 

DIOCESE NEWS 

Rise Against Hunger  

Pentecost Event 

Zion Lutheran Church, Pittsfield 

June 9 - Pentecost Sunday @ 2 pm 

I would like to thank all at  
Church of the Nativity for the  
outpouring of love, blessings, cards,  
phone calls and prayers during my illness.  
Thank you to Jackie Blair for taking me to  
medical appointments and bringing me clothes, 
to Sue Roche for my haircut, to Beckie Mangus 
for organizing meals, to Father Chad for his vis-
its and special blessings. 
 
I love you all and thank God for all of you.  
 

God bless, 
 

Barbara Strom 
Our Simple Social Volunteers! 

Honor Flight New England joined 
with the national organization Honor 
Flight Network in the Spring of 
2009, and is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to honoring America’s 
most senior veterans. Through gen-
erous donations, they transport our 
heroes to Washington, D.C., to visit 
and reflect at their memorials AT 
NO COST TO THE VETERAN. 
Top priority is currently given to the 
WWII Veterans, along with those 
other veterans who may be terminal-
ly ill. Honor Flight New England 
also transport Korean War Veterans. 

 
With approximately 500 WWII Veterans dying each day, and 
many Korean War Veterans not being far behind in age, our time 
to express our thanks to these brave men and women is running 
out. 
 
The first flight was on June 13, 2009. It was a humbling experi-
ence to be with these Veterans on the maiden voyage to D.C. Of 
those 50 Veterans and Guardians traveling, on board were 14 
WWII II Prisoners of War and 5 World War II Heroes, including 
one hero that lost his sight while serving his country. 
 
Our veteran heroes aren’t asking for recognition. It is our position 
that they deserve it. The program is just a small token of our 
country’s appreciation for those that gave so much. 
 
HONOR FLIGHT NEW ENGLAND is a way of saying to all our 
veterans — one more TOUR with HONOR. 
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“I Thirst…” 
by Jean Bruce-Wiegersma 

 
The definition of thirst is a sensation of dryness in the mouth 
and throat caused by need of liquid, the physical condition 
resulting from this need, in any various degrees; craving a 
thirst for something. 
 
What did Jesus mean in this text “I am thirsty”? God incar-
nate was thirsty. Jesus was suffering from thirst, feeling and 
experiencing all the agony of crucifixion. Why is this so 
important? It means that Jesus Christ was fully man and ful-
ly God. Neither his humanity not his divinity are diminished 
by the other. Fully God, Jesus healed the sick, raised the 
dead, knew men thoughts, calmed the sea, walked on water, 
cast out demons and conquered death. Fully human, Jesus 
grew in wisdom and stature, obeyed and respected his par-
ents, loved, asked questions, grew weary, was angry, hun-
gry, slept, laughed, wept, groaned, prayed, and yes, thirst. 
As God and man, Jesus experienced everything we experi-
ence, yet he was without sin. He understands what we must 
face in the world. He understands when we are tempted or 
when we are suffering pain or betrayal. He knows about be-
ing tired, overwhelmed or heavily burdened. We can go to 
him with confidence that he wants to help us in our time of 
need. He understands all we face and all we bear. 
 
I thirst reveals the extent of his agony. Starting in the garden 
of Gethsemane where he was in such anguish, he literally 
began to sweat blood, the capillaries bursting under the ex-
treme strain. He is arrested in the garden, brought to the au-
thorities where he was interrogated, tried, condemned, beat-
en, scourged beyond recognition, mocked, spit upon, and 
forced to carry his cross, which held all the sins of mankind, 
causing him to be weak and exhausted. It had been hours 
since his last Passover meal, he had lost a lot of blood by 
this time and was very dehydrated. Yes, he was physically 
parched with thirst. 
 
John saw it as fulfilment of another of the Old Testament 
prophecies concerning the Messiah. “Later, knowing that all 
was completed, and also that the Scriptures would be ful-
filled, Jesus said ‘I am thirsty’. Psalm 22:14-15: “I am 
poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My 
hear had turned to wax; it has melted away within me. My 
strength is dried up like a potsherd and my tongue sticks to 
the roof of my mouth.” This is the description of someone 
who has been emptied of everything. Jesus has poured him-
self out for us. There is nothing left to give of himself. 
 
“I thirst” reveals the universal need. All of us need water. 
We can’t live without it. It is necessary for survival on this 
planet so we can all identify with Jesus as he thirsts on the 
cross. But as we identify with his need for water, we also 
recognize out need for what Jesus uniquely offers to us. 
 

John’s Gospel has given us this image of Jesus as 
“Living Water”.  It is in John 4 that Jesus has the 
encounter with a woman at the well of Samaria. He 
asks her for a drink from the well and she questions 
him as to why he, w Jew would aske her, a Samari-
tan for a drink since they did not associate with each 

other. Jesus said, “if you knew the gift of God and who it is 
that ask”. 
 
Living water! The Samaritan woman represents all of us 
when she asks of Jesus, “Sir, give me this water so that I 
won’t get thirsty…” Our need, our thirst for water is univer-
sal. All of us will perish without water. But there is some-
thing deeper, something more for which we all thirst. Our 
need goes beyond water to that need in our soul. A need for 
forgiveness, for love, for meaning and purpose for our life. 
All of us are universally thirsty and our thirst can only be 
satisfied when the come to Christ. We perish without the 
Living Water that Jesus provides. The water he offers is sal-
vation, cleansing, eternal life, and the life of his holy spirit 
flowing within us. 
 
The irony of this is not lost on us. From the cross, Jesus, the 
one who says if we are thirsty to come to him and drink, 
cries out “I thirst”. Jesus, the light of the world, now hangs 
on a cross in darkness in the middle of the day. Jesus, the 
soourve of Living Water, now cries out in desperate thirst. 
How can this be? And what we realize as we hear this cry is 
Jesus thirst in our place. His thirst is for us, on our behalf. 
He emptied himself so that we could be filled up with his 
life. He thirsts so we won’t ever have to thirst again. 
 
“I thirst” reveals our eternal source. He died on the cross so 
that we would have eternal life. He thirsted in order that the 
thirst of our soul could be forever satisfied. His thirst is not 
just a cool sip of spiritual water to help us through a bad day 
or a rough spot in life; it is a spring of living water that pro-
vides life, hope and peace now and forever. Fromt the 
thristing Christ on the cross comes the Living Water that 
forever satisfies, 
 
As for me, I have experienced this thirst. I have dreamt of 
being parched, searching for water to drink, to find every 
faucet had dirty, rusty water. I would wake up and find my 
mouth dry and my tongue would be stuck to the roof of my 
mouth. 
 
I feel this dream represented not only a physical thirst but 
also a spiritual thirst. I was going through a spiritual dry pe-
riod. 
 
When I was on vacation in Virginia Beach, I went to the 
Galilee Episcopal Church. I was ecstatic to see Rev. Nigel 
Mumford there. He has the gift of healing. He invited me to 
an hour of soaking prayer. I went and was amazed that, as 
soon as I entered the chapel, I felt the Lord’s presence. Nigel 
led us into a soaking meditation where we went deeper and 
deeper into the presence and intimacy of the Lord. I came 
out of there restored, refreshed, and spiritually renewed. 
 
I invite you to sit in God’s presence and let your thirst be 
quenched. 
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Summer Concerts at Dean Park, Shrewsbury: 
 
Bring your lawn chairs and picnic suppers and come to 
Dean Park for two entertaining nights. In the event of in-
clement weather, the concerts will be moved indoors to the 
Shrewsbury Library. 
 
Free ice cream will be provided. 
 

Beatles for Sale 
Wednesday, July 17th, 6pm 

Award-winning Beatles tribute band. 
 

The Tom Nutile Big Band 
Wednesday, August 7th, 6:30pm 

One of the region’s most accomplished and exciting big 
bands. In addition to traditional swing, they also play mod-

ern pop tunes, soul, funk, Latin, Lindy, modern jazz,  
waltzes and yes, even polkas. 

 
A Time for Remembering 
 
Overlook Hospice and Health Center Memorial Service 
share special music, thoughtful readings and a gentle way 

to celebrate the memory of your loved ones. 
 
Tuesday, June 4, 6:30pm 
James C. Nicholl, Jr. Chapel 
Overlook Life Care Community 
88 Masonic Home Road 
Charlton, MA 
 
The memorial service is free and open to the public. All 
faith traditions are welcome. 
 
Northborough events: 
 
The 2019 Solar Jazz Festival 
June 15, 2019, 11:00 am - 6:00 pm 
First Parish Northboro Grounds 
 
Billy Joel Tribute LIVE  
Ellsworth McAfee Park  
Sun, Jul 28, 5 – 7 PM  
For the first time ever, Cold Spring Harbor Billy Joel Trib-
ute is coming to Ellsworth McAfee Park in Northborough,  
Admission is free but bring some chairs and a blanket!   
 
The Art of Good Nutrition Drop-In Group 
June 12th, 10:00am - 11:15am 
Northborough Free Library 
 
An hour of enlightening education and discussion on nutri-
tion and health. These sessions are led by Judy Palken, 
MNS, RD, LDN, a registered dietitian who lives in North-
borough. Learn about a variety of topics, including foods 
that are super good for our health, and behavioral changes 
to improve your diet. Registration is not required.  

Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
Register now for September cohort  

 
Sign up your church through RenewalWorks on September 15th 
(registration deadline August 4). Save your receipt and forward 
to Kim Foster for $250 reimbursement Let Pam Mott know you 
have signed up. 
 
RenewalWorks  will inspire your congregation and leadership to 
rediscover who Jesus is and what it means to follow him. Through a 
guided methodology of self-reflection, sharing, and workshop dis-
cussion, it will help you refocus on spiritual growth and identify 
ways that God is calling you to grow.  
 
The shape that focus takes will reflect your community’s particular 
challenges and opportunities as you develop congregation-wide ini-
tiatives, grounded in Episcopal beliefs and practices, to support and 
encourage spiritual growth. And everyone in the congregation, the 
new and not so new, will have a fresh awareness that they are on a 

spiritual journey, a journey that matters to God and to the world.  
 
If you are seeking a way to deepen your congregation’s relationship with God, neighbor, self, and the world, we invite 
you to explore  RenewalWorks    

http://www.firstparishnorthboro.org/1216website/locations/first-parish-northboro-grounds/
http://renewalworks.org/the-process/signing-up-2/
mailto:kfoster@diocesewma.org
mailto:pmott@diocesewma.org
http://renewalworks.org/
http://renewalworks.org/
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April/May 2019 
 
UTO:  
Our United Thank offering raised $345. 
UTO encourages us to give thanks to God 
for His daily blessings by making an of-
fering each day. We hope you enjoyed 
reading about the missions/ministries that 
received funding from last year’s dona-

tions and that you continue to pray for these missions/
ministries. Thank you to all who participated! 
 

Compassion International:  
Nativity continues to support two children 
through this organization. Nadiani Rima-
yanto is from Indonesia and Katulinde 
Prossey is from Uganda. See Nadiani’s 

most recent letter just posted on Nativity’s bulletin board.  
 

Northborough Food Pantry:  
Our 2nd “Fill a Bag” Food drive kicked 
off May 19th. We are filling the bags with 
donations of food to be given to the 
Northborough Food Pantry. All bags are 
due back by June 9th. If you would like to 
help stock the shelves at the food pantry 
on Friday June 14th please contact Janet 
Wilcox, Deb Hesek or Lois Macek. We 
will meet at the Church at 6pm. Nativity 
will also make a financial donation to the 

food pantry. 
 

Straight Ahead Ministries:  
Nativity will make a financial donation 
that will be used to help fund the 
“Breaking Bread Program”. This program 
provides an opportunity for formally in-
carcerated girls to find purpose and identi-
ty by serving their community. The girls 
develop relationships with their homeless 

neighbors. Prep and serve healthy foods and provide essen-
tial items. 

 
Worcester Alliance for Refugee Minis-
try: 
This ministry is in need of “clean gently 
used” curtains. The apartments rented by 
our new arrivals have many, many win-
dows but curtains are not provided.  A 
collection basket will be located in the 

Narthex.  
 
All for now, 
 
The Outreach Committee 
Janet Wilcox, Deb Hesek and Lois Macek 
 
 

 
Pastor Chad will be out of 
the office: 

Week of June 17th 
8/6 to 8/29 

 
Sabina will be out of the 
office: 

6/13-14 
7/15 to 7/18 

 
The office will be open from 9 to 12 during Sabina’s ab-
sence, thanks to our dedicated volunteers! 

Come, Holy Spirit, Come... 
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45 Howard Street 

Northborough, MA 01532 

508-393-3146  (fax) 508-393-0702 

www.churchofthenativity.org 

 

We have been called together by God 

 to be and to make faithful followers  

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Check out our weekly News 

and Notes listing of an-

nouncements and events. 
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June 2019 
 

06/08:  Community Yard Sale 
06/09:  Pentecost and Church Picnic 
05/10:  Praise and Prayer at 7pm 
06/11:  Senior Luncheon, 12:30pm 
     
 

The Nativity  

Scene 


