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Greetings beloved in Christ, 

My Mom used to say “April showers bring May flowers” 
and boy was she right!  

As I have been walking around our campus and through 
the community, I noticed flowers are blossoming left and 
right. Springtime is truly a beautiful time of year that re-
minds us that, after the cold and dark season, life is reborn. 
This is the promise of the Easter season, that through 

Christ’s death and resurrection we can be reborn. 

I want to thank everyone who helped with Holy Week and the community Easter 
Egg Hunt, thank you, thank you, thank you.  We had to overcome the challeng-
ing weather but we had a fantastic turnout. Visitors came out and joined in the 
fun and also for worship.  As fun and festive as the Easter Egg Hunt was, how 
festive and reverent our worship was, 
something even more beautiful occurred 
right after the 10 am service, someone 
responded to the altar call we gave and 
was received into the family of God 
through water baptism and marked as 
Christ own forever! How awesome is 
that! Folks, that is what everything we 
do here at Nativity is all about, saving 
souls, bringing people to Christ. 

I hope Resurrection Sunday inspires all 
of us to rejoice in the work of Jesus 
Christ, to go out to our work places, 
classrooms, social environments, and 
our communities to do the work God 
calls us to do, to build His kingdom, to 
be His people. There is no greater work 
or joy than going about our Heavenly 
Father’s business, to be revived and ig-
nite the world for Jesus, and to equip 
ordinary people to live extraordinary 
lives in response to the love that God the 
Father showed us through His Son Jesus Christ. See you Sunday! 

 

Stay Holy, Stay Blessed, 

 

FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK 

V O L U M E  5 9 ,  I S S U E  1

     

OUR WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Weekly 
Sundays           
7:45 AM             Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist                                                                        

with Sunday School                               
and Nursery Care 

 
Wednesdays  
Noonday Prayer with Eucharist 

M A Y  2 0 1 9  

The Nativity Scene 

Secure  

in the Love of the Father 

Shaped  

in the Image of the Son 

Serving  

in the Power of the Spirit 

“Spring is God’s way  
of saying  

one more time’” 
 

Robert Orben 
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Prayer of the Month 
 

The Hope of Spring 
 

God, thank you for Spring and the hope  
of warmer, longer, brighter days. 

Thank you for the coming  
of growth and life and birth. 

Thank you that things are coming awake in the world. 
This is what our calendar says,  

and we do see some signs that it is real. 
But we also still struggle with the residual layover of winter. 

Now we ask that you bring into reality  
all that belongs in this season.  

Your word says that we will have provision, and hope,  
and joy, and health and loving relationships  

here and now in this life. 
We ask that what belongs in this season would  

become actual in our practical lives. 
We hope in you and in your promises.  

We hope in your gift of Spring. 
 

Author Unknown  

VERSE OF THE MONTH 
 

“For behold, the winter is past; the rain 
is over and gone. The flowers appear on 
the earth, the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtledove  
is heard in our land.” 

  
Song of Solomon 2:11-12 

 
May 1 
June 19  

Please contact Kathy Reilly to volunteer. 

        A MOTHER'S PRAYER 
                by Cindy Loverin 

 
 

I took flour, and for my child I made bread. 
Father, let all of Your children be fed. 

 
A gown I fashioned for my daughter, so fair. 

Lord, give all of your children clothes to wear. 
 

A kitten brought laughter to my little boy. 
May all of Your sons, Lord, know Your joy. 

 
Your gift of children answered my prayer. 

Father, help me to teach them that You are there. 
  
 

Northborough News 
 

SPRING FESTIVAL—TOUGAS FARM 
MAY 11, 10 AM TO 4 PM 

 
Come celebrate Spring! Enjoy warmer weather, apple 
blossoms, and the arrival of the 2019 growing sea-
son! Tougas Farms is partnering with Central Mass 
Grown to bring you a Spring Festival.   
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Please Thank Betty Ann Whynot when you see her 
for being selected for her service to be our 
#Extraordinary life of the month.  Betty Ann has 
served as a Lay Eucharist Minister for many years 
as well as being the writer of the wonderful intro-
ductions we enjoy each Sunday before the scripture 
readings.  Betty Ann has served in multiple ways in 
the past behind the scenes and continues to Bless us 
by her faithful service.  Thank You Betty Ann you 
are such a Blessing to us all.  

 
Thank you, Rebecca Krebsbach and Mary Brown, for stepping up to this  ministry. Becky, Mary and 
our wonderful Kitchen team welcome all after the 10 am service on May 5th for a simple luncheon . 

Please bring a dish to share if you can or make a donation. We all have missed our time to gather and to 
connect with our Nativity family. A time for hugs and community.  

We hope you will join us on May 5th for a great luncheon with a good turn out.   

IS BACK!! 

Save the date!  
Saturday, June 1, 2019 at 2 pm 
Northborough Historic Society  

Organ Recital featuring Glen Campbell  
Free admission  

MAY 18TH—8 AM TO 2 PM 

Breakfast and lunch will be served! 
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Monday, May 13th, 2019 at 7pm 

Join us for an evening of beautiful music and heartfelt 

prayer. This is a time to share our joys and concerns, 

sing praise together and sustain each other through 

prayers, both said and unsaid. 

 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 12:30 pm 

Attention Seniors! Please join us for our monthly potluck 

lunch, which will be held in the hall.  

Great food and fellowship! 

 
My first mission trip to Guatemala with  

Project Stretch dentistry for children 
 
     Arriving in a new country is always an adventure.  The anticipation of 
what to expect, what will the people be like, what’s the climate like, and on 
a dental mission trip what’s the clinic like?  Well I was pleasantly surprised 
on all counts, the people in Guatemala are warm and loving, I was made to 
feel welcome the moment the truck arrived 
with the children and parents arrived from 
the village. I was greeted with a hug from a 
little three year old and smiles from 

all.  Even after some difficult dental procedures there was always a thank you from the 
children and very grateful parents.  I am humbled every day to see the loving families 
trying to care for their children, I am so blessed to live a comfortable life and these 
families struggle every day to have enough food, clean water and access to health care. 
I am so grateful that Project Stretch is working to set up a permanent dental clinic here 

in Panajachel Guatemala with the help of Worthy 
Village, a non-profit established by a young wom-
an, Julia Rayberg, after visiting the area as a collage 
student.  Thank you Church of the Nativity for help-
ing to make this mission trip possible.  We served 
over 150 children with dental health education, den-
tal treatment including preventative sealants, restor-
ative treatment and extractions when needed. The 
stickers you all donated were given to the children 
as well as brought to the school for the teachers to use in the classroom. Thanks again 
for all our prayers and support.     
 
Deb Hesek 

 
www.projectstretchdentistry.org   www.worthyvillage.org  
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Vestry News 
 
We are off to a great start! We enjoyed 
a Vestry retreat on Saturday March 23   
focused on coming together, starting as 
a group of individuals and working to 
become a team. It was a time of fellow-
ship and Bible study and planning. We 
began to work on a plan of focus for 

this year’s 
work, choos-
ing from 
among the 
five-year stra-
tegic goals 
identified by 
last year’s 
vestry.  
 
The goals we 
chose to work 
on first are:  
 

1) to make Nativity more attractive to youth and families 
in an engaging and welcoming community; and  

2) to be good stewards of God’s resources. These five-
year goals will take time but we are committed to 
working hard to make these goals a reality. A lot of 
work has been done already by the welcoming initia-
tive and we plan to continue their work by teaming up 
with their committee.  

     
Here are some of the ways we are starting this work:  
 

• In the hope of building a larg-
er community, Pastor Chad is 
working with the nursery 
school to connect their fami-
lies with the life of Nativity 
Church. 

 
• Nativity will host Community 

Meals for a few months while 
Trinity Church has their kitch-
en remodeled. 

 
• To highlight our church to our 

Northborough neighbors, we will continue our outreach 
to the community with events such as our annual Easter 
egg hunt. 

 
We’ve sent a plan to the Diocesan Standing Committee to 
bring solar energy to Nativity and are awaiting their deci-

sion as part of our Green initia-
tive. 
      
Our work has just begun; we are 
here to serve God and our church 
community. 
 
In His Name, 
 
Deb Hesek 
Senior Warden      

SUNDAY FLOWERS:  

 

Please sign up for flowers to 

be displayed in the Nave. 

The sign-up sheet is located 

in the copy room. 

DIOCESE NEWS 

Rise Against Hunger  

Pentecost Event 

Zion Lutheran Church, Pittsfield 

June 9 - Pentecost Sunday @ 2 pm 

Episcopalians and friends concerned about all of God’s creation are joining Pre-
siding Bishop Michael Curry in pledging to take action to protect and renew 

God’s world and all who call it home. The goal is to gather at least 1,000 pledg-
es with concrete, personal commitments by Earth Day. Church of the Nativity 
has pledged and we are moving forward with several creation care endeavors 
such as solar energy. As Bishop Curry noted, “Many of us are ready to pledge 

and help to care for God’s creation. Like the Bible said, God so loved the world 
that he gave his only son. That means the real world: all of us and all of it. And 
this is one way we can participate in helping to care for God’s creation. This is 

dear and near to my heart and the heart of God.” 
  

Learn more about the ministry of Creation Care in The Episcopal Church at www.episcopalchurch.org/creation.  
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“Father, Forgive them…” 
by Betsy Hummel 

 
Father, Forgive them for they know not what they do? “Said 
the Divine, making excuse for his murderers, not after it was 
all over, but at the very moment when he was dying by their 
hands… Jesus had already forgiven them.” This is a quote  
from George MacDonald a friend of C.S. Lewis. 
 
Forgiveness, it’s the whole point of the cross and yet,                                                        
it is so far from my natural inclination to forgive like Jesus; 
swiftly and completely. Jesus leaves it in the hands of his 
Father immediately, ultimately releasing his betrayers to 
God, but not with the gleeful thought; “okay good, now they 
will be punished and really get what they deserve!” but in-
stead with a plea for mercy on the behalf of his betrayers. 
 
Wow, this shocking, stunning, profound level of forgiveness 
never ceases to both convict me and break my heart, even 
the hardness of my heart. 
 
If I delve deeply into this kind of forgiveness I very quickly 
come head-on with how many layers of resistance I actually 
have in forgiving others. Yes in theory I think forgiveness is 
a wonderful, beautiful Godly thing but in the practice of my 
day to day existence, “You want me to forgive this Lord?” 
OH IS IT a challenge!!  Challenging to forgive the wild 
driver who just cut me off on 290 and forgiving without 
calling him a name, or forgiving the rude woman in the 
store, or the attitude or behavior of a neighbor especially 
when I completely disagree with their political stance, Or 
the really hurtful life style or choice of a family member 
even if it is my adult child.  
 
More and more in every one of these situations my prayer 
becomes a plea for help, because I know I can’t forgive like 
Jesus in my own strength. Sometimes it is a very desperate 
plea, “Lord Have Mercy on me a sinner,” which has increas-
ingly become one of the most relevant and needed prayer in 
my life. Have mercy on me a sinner. It levels the playing 
field, I am a sinner. Have I ever cut someone off on 290? 
Have I ever been rude to someone or offended them? Have I 
ever deeply hurt someone? Of course, I know I have. Do I 
need God’s mercy and forgiveness in each one of these situ-
ations? Oh YES Lord I do!!  Recognizing my own sinful-
ness is the key or stepping stone I need in this process of 
forgiveness to realize & remember the attitude that Jesus is 
going for. 
 
In the past few years I have learned a lot about the challenge 
of forgiveness and it has been really helpful to understand 
these things. 
~Forgiveness is a process, unlike Jesus I often need more 
time. 
~The first step of Forgiveness is usually an act of the will. 
Not something that I    ~have all the right feelings about. I 
just have to start somewhere.  

~Forgiveness is always the goal, but sometimes if I 
have been hurt I have to take the time to step back 
and examine my own emotional mess and invite 
Jesus into it. Sometimes I need healing before I can 
move forward into forgiveness. It’s so important to 
recognize this. 

~Sometimes I have to forgive myself. 
~Sometimes I have to forgive God, it’s not that he has done 
anything wrong but if I am honest, sometimes I am angry at 
him. While this seems like a weird notion and even out of 
bounds, confession of this anger leads us to profound, emo-
tional honesty with ourselves and God. It takes us to a level 
he is seeking in our relationship with him. Not admitting 
this, can even be the reason we feel such a block in our con-
nection with him.  
~By the way, I have learned that this can also apply to peo-
ple we love dearly but feel guilty admitting our anger to-
wards. 
~In Forgiveness, Reconciliation is the ultimate goal but it 
isn’t always possible. Even Jesus on the cross demonstrates 
this. He was reconciled with one thief but not the other. One 
received his forgiveness and one absolutely wouldn’t. In 
addition there are times when it isn’t even possible to recon-
cile with another person, if they have died or especially if 
they are abusive or unhealthy for us to be around. A level of 
separation and boundaries might be necessary and really the 
most loving and healthy thing we can do, because we don’t 
allow that person to keep on sinning by hurting us and we 
don’t keep sinning in response to them.  
 
I have learned that we forgive not because we condone or 
agree that what has been done was okay, or that it wasn’t so 
bad, but because we are giving it up and releasing it into 
God’s hands to deal with. We are letting go of it. We are 
allowing God to set us free from the subtle or perhaps not so 
subtle anger, judgement and revenge we feel is our right to 
hold onto. 
 
So Forgiveness really involves mini deaths, a death to my 
right to hold onto being vengeful, bitter, offended and hurt. 
However, I have learned that I first have to recognize that 
these emotions exist in me before I can ever release them to 
God. 
 
Can you imagine how profound the impact would be on our 
world if Christians took the message of forgiveness serious-
ly and really practiced it in its most radical form like Jesus? 
What if I didn’t put a cap on my forgiveness and started for-
giving 7x 70 times? What if I 
stopped drawing a line in the 
sand, and instead of deciding that 
I could forgive this but not that, 
decided  I was going to forgive all 
of it. 
Even if isn’t in the context of a 
horrific death on a cross like Je-
sus, I can choose to practice the 
radical act of forgiveness in big 
and small ways, dying daily to the 
sin of unforgiveness in my own 
life and being reconciled to him in 
his ministry of forgiveness to the 
whole world.   
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“Truly I tell you, today you will be  

with me in Paradise.” 
By Rachael Lynch 

 
I am honored and grateful to be asked to share with 

you my meditation on Christ’s words to the repentant ban-
dit. In my line of work we call this examination of a short 
passage a close reading, a key teaching exercise in word-by
-word analysis that brings into focus aspects of the exam-
ined passage that perhaps had heretofore escaped the atten-
tion they deserve. Although I am a cradle Episcopalian and 
had weekly Church of Ireland religious education classes in 
school, I still found as I prepared for today that I had never 
dwelt upon or “close read” the words of Christ as he died 
on the Cross as they deserved. As I belatedly dwelt upon 
these words from the greatest Teacher of all, I found my-
self grappling with four thoughts. 

 
First, and thinking back to Pastor Chad’s recent 

sermon on the Prodigal Son, I am struck that it is never too 
late to repent. Grace is possible, even without baptism, if 
the act of repentance, and of course the accompanying 
faith, are genuine. I am humbled by the generosity and cer-
tainty embodied in Christ’s words in these moments so 
close to the end: today is still not too late, and the thief will 
accompany Christ to Paradise. What immense gifts are of-
fered here through these simple words.  

 
Second, I find myself meditating on Christ’s au-

thority, and its connection to faith and repentance.  When 
we think of someone with authority, we might typically 
have in mind people who order and control our lives: the 
leaders of our government, for example, or our bosses at 
work. These people have the power to make things happen, 
to dictate to us what we can and cannot do.  Christ comes 
with no such trappings of power, nor, thinking back to an-
other recent sermon, did Saint Patrick. So how and why can 
they win people over, earning their unreserved, unquestion-
ing faith, respect and trust? Christ’s authority is not legally 
imposed, nor can he force anybody to do anything.  I dis-
cern that the highest, purest form of authority is the spiritu-
al, moral, selfless sort, embodied and exemplified by 
Christ.  He converts the thief not because of any temporal 

power, nor indeed even through a display of spir-
itual might, for example a miracle like those he 
earlier wrought, that might have impressed his 
taunters. This point is important, because the thief 
responds to the powers of faith and forgiveness, 
rather than to any tangible or visible manifestation 

of authority and power.  In contrast, the other criminal and 
the soldiers feel free to mock and taunt him because he is 
seen to have no powers. Earlier in the narrative of the Pas-
sion, the disciples argue among themselves about who is 
the greatest. But Jesus chides them, directly addressing the 
real meaning of authority and offering guidance: “The 
kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in author-
ity over them are called benefactors.  But not so with you; 
rather the greatest among you must become like the young-
est, and the leader like one who serves….I am among you 
as one who serves.” 

 
My two final thoughts are indivisible, a two-in-

one. For me there is no more powerful representation in the 
Bible of Christ as the Son of both God and Man than when 
he is hanging, suffering horribly, on the cross during his 
final hours. (The concept of Christ’s dual identity was one I 
really struggled with when I was a child.) He is such a hu-
man figure here, in the throes of mortal agony, without help 
from even those who loved him most. Am I being fanciful 
if I imagine that the presence so close to him of the repent-
ant thief must have comforted him at least a little in these 
lonely hours? And yet, in the same time and place, and in 
the same body, we also have the son of God, who knows 
who he is. He handles himself like the Messiah he is, ask-
ing his Father in Heaven to forgive his tormentors and then 
offering to the thief both grace and his own companionship 
in his kingdom, Paradise. In my chosen phrase it is the Son 
of God we see.   

 

“Jesus's resurrection is the beginning of God's new project not to snatch people away from 
earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven.  

That, after all, is what the Lord's Prayer is about.”  
N.T. Wright 
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“Woman, Behold Your Son” 
By Lynn DeAngelis 

 
John 19:26-27 New King James Version (NKJV) 
“When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple 
whom He loved standing by, He said to His moth-
er, “Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to the disci-
ple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disci-
ple took her to his own home.” 
 
While studying these verses this Lent, I’ve learned that this 
last word of Jesus is called his ‘Word of Relationship’ and 
is considered to be the only one of his last words that did 
not need to be said from the cross.  Jesus had been prepar-
ing himself and his followers for this day for a long time 
and could easily have made arrangements for his mother’s 
care at any time. At the Last Supper for example, when 
John was sitting close to Jesus, he could have quietly asked 
John to care for his mother. In choosing to speak these 
words from The Cross – Jesus drew attention to the im-
portance of relationships and caring for one another. 
 
As I pondered this passage I compared different Bible 
translations to observe the slightly different wording. I was 
repeatedly drawn to the NKJ’s version which uses the word 
‘behold’ instead of ‘here is’ or ‘look’ or ‘see’. 
 
Behold is a much richer word meaning to see or observe a 
thing or person, especially a remarkable or impressive one. 
Some synonyms for it are: regard, contemplate, see, ob-
serve, view, look at, survey, witness, gaze at/upon, inspect, 
and notice. 
 
It is also present tense meaning in this moment not the past 
or future but right now – today. 
 
The more I ponder the word Behold – the more I am chal-
lenged to apply it to my life. 

 
What could this look like? Can I stay in the present 
and ‘behold’ the person that I am with at any given 
moment? Not to be worried about what I am saying 
or feeling but to really see the person that I am 
talking to; to observe what they might be thinking 

or feeling, to notice what they are saying and contemplate 
their meaning. In other words to “Behold” that person at 
that time; not through a filter of past events, disappoint-
ments or hurts, but as they are right then. 
 
Applying this to my family can I: 
 
• See Emily as the talented, wise woman that she is to-

day – not the sick child she was. 
• See Tracey as the strong independent woman she is – 

not the withdrawn teenager always locked in her room. 
• See my Mom as the fun, giving woman she was before 

she died - not the unavailable depressed woman when I 
was young 

• See my Dad as the loving provider he was not the una-
vailable working father I knew as a child. 

 
 
I wonder what communities like our church family could 
be like if we were willing to behold each other as Jesus 
commanded his mother and John to do. 
 
“Woman behold your Son. Son behold your Mother.” 
 

Come and help prepare 
lunch bags  

for the homeless! 
 
We will meet on Sunday, May 
19th, to prepare lunches for the 
Worcester Fellowship to be dis-
tributed to people in need at 12 
pm in the back of the Worcester 
Town Hall. 

 
See Jackie Blair for details. 
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“My God, My God,  
Why Have You Forsaken Me?” 

 
This for me is one of the hardest last sayings of Christ. It 
is dark, final, and without hope when you first hear it. But 
a deeper look into this final moment speaks of hope and 
salvation for humanity. Christ cried out when he was near 
death and when all the sins of the world where placed up-
on Him. It is a place he had never been before, something 
He had never experienced in all of His existence, He felt 
separated from the Father. The final time had arrived for 
Jesus and His earthly stay, but at this very instant God was 
making a way for our sins to be forgiven.  
 
This was the juncture for which Jesus came from heaven 
to earth. All the prophecy before He was born and all that 
He had done since he was born converged in this moment. 
From the outside it looked like the powers of darkness had 
won, that all hope was lost and everything that was done 
up to now was worthless. Nothing could have been further 
from the truth. For at this very instant all of humanity was 
provided conditional access to the Holy Trinity. All of our 
sins now could be washed away so that we could stand in 
the presence of the Father, that we could be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and have a relationship with Jesus, the Son of 
God. Jesus opened up a door for us at that very moment 
that could never be closed. He gave us an opportunity to 
come to know the Father, to come and be guided by the 
Holy Spirit, and to come and have fellowship with Him.  
 
There could not be a better illustration of how repulsive 
our sin is to God the Father then the pain suffered that day 
by Jesus.  It is plain to see from this illustration we should 
not take our sin lightly. Christ was willing to suffer so 
much violence and pain just to provide a path for us. In a 
way Christ was crying out on that day for us to now come, 
to come to have a relationship with Him. He had said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the light; no one comes to the 
Father except through Me” (John 14:6) He knew this and 
that is why He suffered that day. Our sin is the reason Je-
sus suffered that day; it is the only reason. Our sin sepa-
rates us from the loving relationship with God. There is no 
way on this earth that we can approach the throne of God 
if we have sinned, and we are constantly sinning. It is in 
our very nature to sin, we cannot help it. Yet God wants to 
have a relationship with us.  
 
Therefore he had to make a way and that way was Jesus. 
As stated earlier Jesus’ life and sacrifice was the plan to 
deal with our sin. It was all finalized at the very moment 
Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, Why Have You For-
saken Me?” The plan had been laid for us to now come 
out of the darkness that had shrouded the earth since the 
time of Adam and Eve. The human race now was given 
the opportunity to be set free from the curse and bondage 
of sin. It was indeed a time of great hope for all of human-

ity.  
 
You know, we humans have barriers that act like 
built-in defense mechanisms that keep us from 
the love of Christ. One is we keep telling our-
selves we are doing all right, we do not need any 

help, we are doing just fine, and we can lift ourselves up 
no matter what the situation is; it’s called pride. We also 
have an issue with control. We want to be in total control 
of our life and how we live our lives. The other control 
issue is our finances. We want to have total control over 
our finances and we do not want anyone dictating to us 
how we should spend or money. It is this control that em-
powers us. Another barrier that does not seem like one at 
first is that we a good person. Isaiah 64:6 states that “All 
of our righteous acts are like filthy rags”. This is not to 
say that good deeds go unnoticed but that we will not be 
saved by just our good deeds. We like the feeling of self 
reliance, control and that we are good and do not need any 
added further complications to weigh us down. But we 
need more, I believe all of these patterns and thoughts are 
part of our sin nature. They prevent us from stepping out 
of our comfort zone. They prevent us from making a com-
mitment statement and going deeper in faith. They prevent 
us from accessing true control over our lives.  
 
Jesus suffered that day so that we have a path to the Fa-
ther. The one and only stipulation is that we have to sur-
render all to Him. Our barriers hold us back and prevent 
us from doing this. We feel foolish and ask ourselves what 
people will say about us. The truth is you need to step out 
and make a declaration for Christ. If you have not done 
this then think about your life. Pick up a Bible and read 
Romans 3:23, 6:23 and 10:9-10 called the Roman Road to 
Salvation. Then consider the sacrifice that Jesus made for 
our sins, how He took upon Himself the sins of the world 
so that we could have a loving relationship with the Holy 
Trinity. Finally weigh your feeling of uncertainty or feel-
ing of foolishness against the serious human condition of 
sin and make a choice. 
 
 So the next time when an alter call is given come forward 
to experience the love of Christ and also experience the 
lifting of your burdens. 
Amen 
 
Your Brother in Christ,  
Wayne Deslauriers  
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Building a Bridge Between the Church  
and Worcester’s Refugees 

 
WARM, Worcester Alliance for Refugee Ministry, is a Christ-based 
charitable group unlike most you’ve ever heard of.  
 

What is WARM? 
WARM is dedicated to providing refu-
gees new to the United States with a warm welcome, one that shines the light of Christ on 
men, women, and children who enter the US as legal refugees to escape the horror, brutali-
ty, and persecution they faced in their home countries. Often, these families have been liv-
ing in refugee camps, without appropriate housing, food, or clothing, for many, many years. 
They have led their lives in fear and poverty.  
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me. (Matthew 25:35) 
 
What does WARM do? 
Through WARM, 252 vol-
unteers from 35 Worcester-
area churches have been 
trained and stand ready to 
welcome these refugees to 
safety in the US, providing 
them, not only with the ba-
sics of living, but also with 

tangible proof of Christ’s love. In 2018, WARM accom-
plished many things in God’s name: 

Served 214 refugees from 13 countries 
Welcomed 65 new arrivals 
Set up 18 apartments 
Hosted 12 outreach events for refugees to learn about 

Jesus’ love 
Befriended refugee families  
Trained 20 refugees to drive 

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Galatians 5:14 
 
How does Nativity fit into all this and how can you 
help? 
Beautifully led by Betsy Hummel, Nativity’s WARM 
team includes Brad and Phyllis Nutting, Cathy and 
Henry Terwedow, Janet Wilcox, Deb Hesek, Dick 
Hummel, and Karen McCabe. We meet once a month. 
To join us, please contact Betsy at betsyahum-
mel@gmail.com or 508-852-8713. 
 
There are all sorts of ways to help! Pick and choose what fits your interests. To date, 
our Nativity team has prepared welcome baskets of household essentials, participated 
in joy-filled celebrations, spent hundreds of hours one-on-one with a local Northbor-
ough family, shopped for furniture and household goods, cleaned six apartments, and 

moved lots of furniture…usually to third-floor walk-ups!  
 
Won’t you join us? It’s fun! Learn more at https://www.warmwelcoming.org/. 
  
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7). 
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“It is finished”  John 19:30 

by Sally Kazarian 
 

The terrible suffering is almost over.  The time has come.  
“It is finished.”  Jesus had completed what He had come to 
do.  He took on all of our sin, willingly, an unimaginable 
thought to me.  What a price He paid.  And in these words 
declaring “it is finished”, the veil of the temple was torn in 
two.  No longer any barriers for us.  We now have full ac-
cess to God.  This finishing work bridged that gap for us. 
And He taught us.  That’s what really drew me in.  It be-
came personal. These final words on the cross convicted 
me.  His mission here was finished. 
 
There is no hurt you and I can experience that Jesus doesn’t 
understand.  He’s experienced all of the loneliness, all of 
the betrayal, and all of the rejection we can possibly ever 
experience.  He came to heal our hearts.  Mine and yours. 
He endured the suffering.  He knew we’d be weary, we’d 
experience loss, anger, we’d be grief-stricken, hungry, 
thirsty, exhausted.  He knew in our lives we would face 
false accusations, rejection, being misunderstood, mockery, 
indignity, shame, bitterness, naked exposure, being spat 
upon.  And He knew we would face physical pain.  He ex-
perienced ALL of this, so that He might say, “I understand. 
I know how you feel. You can trust me.”    
 
His work was finished. In these last words on the cross, He 
taught us about forgiveness, provision, family, love, hope, 
second chances, thirsting for more, trusting , surrendering.  
I sat with these words. His mission on earth was finished. 
Jesus has taught us and has shown us the way.   And my 
heart says, “Jesus, I’ll follow you anywhere.”   
 
I’m reminded of the song, “I have decided to follow Je-
sus…no turning back, no turning back”.  But how do I live 
this out? Am I am witness, as Jesus witnessed to us?  I 
know I’m not. 
 
I’ve sat with these few words and reflected on all of Jesus’s 
teaching summed up in these final seven words on the 
cross.  “It is finished”, but isn’t this just the starting point 
for us? 
 
Jesus lived among us, experienced what we experience, 
taught us, loved us…but the story doesn’t end there…now 
it is our turn. And this is where, in this Lenten season, my 
conviction came. 
 
Isn’t this the work that He now has invited us to do?  To 
live and love as He taught us?  His finished work becomes 
now ours to do.  What does that look like?  Can I possibly 
do that? 
 

He brought healing and hope, at an enormous cost.  
God’s gift to us.  What do I do with this gift? 
The disciples were empowered to carry on the min-
istry Jesus started.  And, we’re told, God will em-
power us, if we step out in faith, trust, hope.  Je-
sus’s work was finished, and now it is our turn.  

It‘s a scary thought, isn’t it?  And I’m reminded how many 
times the Bible says, “Do not be afraid”.   
If we want to know God’s will, He’s told us.  He’s taught 
us, He’s forgiven us, He’s healed us, He’s saved us…  
We were given the gift of knowing God in this life,…so 
that… 
 
So that…what?  We can’t just leave it there. 
 
After communion, at the end of our service, we say,…“And 
now Father, send us out to do the work that you have given 
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 
Christ, our Lord…” 
 
What is that work? What is the witness? How many times I 
have said, Oh, I can do that!,…but then had lots of excuses 
as to why not.  Isn’t it our turn to do these things He taught 
us from the cross, that He has called us all to do?   
“Send me out, Lord”. Can I risk saying that, and mean 
it….?   
 
Jesus work here is finished, so now…I want to be able to 
say, “Send me.”  But I often hold back. Sometimes I feel 
vulnerable, ill-equipped, exposed, selfish.  But when we 
say, “send us out to do the work you have given us to do”, I 
want so much to be able to take a deep breath and say, 
“send me”.  I may not always do it right, or be able to do 
big things, but I can do something. To be a witness, even if 
it is just in the tiniest way. 
 
Jesus work on earth is finished.  Now it’s our turn.  The 
work of forgiveness, provision, family, hope, second 
chances, thirsting, trusting, surrendering… 
 
I hold back, but I want so much to say to Jesus,        
                                
 Now it is our turn… 
 
Send me… 
 



 12 



 13 



 14 

Positions  Name 

Chairs: 
Verger: 

• Assist the clergy in the conduct of public worship 

• Lead the procession into the church 

• Assign, conduct training, check in lectors, chalice 
bearers, acolytes, and prayer intercessors 

• Coordinate with the clergy, Acolyte Leader, Music 
Director and Choir, Altar Guild, Ushers and Greeters 

• Work with the rector to ensure that any special ser-
vice needs are met and that the service flow is 
seamless and grace-filled 

  

Christian Education: 

Nursery Assistants: 
Assist our paid Nursery care provider, volunteer    

VBS Team Leader: 

• Coordinate a VBS program  

• Choose program  

• Organize volunteers 

  

VBS Volunteers: 

•  Help to organize a VBS program (a program run for 
a week in the summer). Teach at VBS 

• Work in the setup of the program 

  

Facilities & Grounds Team members: 

• Work with the Jr. Warden on needed projects to 
maintain the church building Volunteer to work on 
the grounds as needed 

• Work on special projects 

• Meet quarterly as Facility and Grounds Team  

 

Welcome Desk Team: 

• Be part of a team to man the welcome desk before 
and after Sunday services. Serve on a scheduled 
basis 

• Have a welcoming, helpful, and engaging spirit   

  

Ushers: 

• Be part of the team to usher at the 7:45 or 10:00 
Sunday service 

• Serve on a scheduled basis 

• Have a welcoming, helpful, and engaging spirit  
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Positions  Name 
Worship: 

LEMS: 

• Become licensed by the bishop to administer the conse-
crated elements of the Eucharist.  

• Administer the consecrated bread and wine at any cele-
bration of the Eucharist to assist the pastor.  

• Attend training to become a LEM to serve at the altar on 
Sundays on a scheduled basis  

  

Acolytes: 

• Acolytes are the service participants who carry the cross-
es, candles, and other items in procession, and who help 
in a number of important ways throughout the service. 
Train to serve at the altar on Sundays on a rotating 
scheduled basis 

• Open to youth and Adults   

  

At Nativity 
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 to be and to make faithful followers  

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Check out our weekly News and Notes listing of 

announcements and events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

 U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

 PERMIT NO.52 

 NORTHBORO, MA 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 
May 2019 
 

05/01:  Community Meal 
05/12:  Mother’s Day 
05/13:  Praise and Prayer at 7pm 
    Senior Luncheon, 12:30pm 
05/18:  Church spring clean-up  
05/19:  Worcester Fellowship Meal Prep 
05/21:  Senior Luncheon 
 

The Nativity  

Scene 


