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FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK 

 
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins. Matthew 1:21  
 
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which means, God with us. Matthew 1:23  
 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. Luke 2:10  
 
Greetings Nativity Family, 
 
Ho, Ho, Ho, Merry…wait a second, its not quite Christmas yet, but we are  
eagerly anticipating Christmas, aren’t we! Welcome to December and while it isn’t 
quite Christmas yet, we are loving that it is Advent. We are on the journey through 
the wilderness to the celebration of God incarnate in Christ Jesus. I love Advent be-
cause it prepares the soul for embracing God coming to dwell among us, live with 
us, redeem us. Advent helps us appreciate the mystery and joy of God in Christ in a 
way that many Christians of other traditions miss. It’s the buildup to the greatest 
love unfolded, Christ Jesus. 
 
As many of you are wondering what Nativity’s plan for Christmas is, considering 
COVID? Due to the restrictions that surround in person gatherings  I would like to 
give you the best we can do considering the fluid nature that presents  
itself week to week.  
 
As of right now, Plan A is Christmas Eve services at 4pm in the Fellowship Hall 
with a cap of 20 people and 7pm in the Nave with a cap of 10. If you would like to 
attend you need to register yourself and each person with you online in advance, we 
cannot accept same day registration. In addition, due to the size of our worship spac-
es we cannot accommodate adults who cannot wear a facemask for the entirety of 
the worship service, even with a doctors note (young children are exempt), no ex-
ceptions. (continued on page 2) 
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OUR WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Weekly 
Sundays           
7:45 AM             Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist                                                                        

with Sunday School                               
and Nursery Care 

 
Wednesdays  

12pm Noonday Prayer and 
Holy Eucharist 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0  

The Nativity Scene 

Embraced  

Equipped  

Empowered  
 

"I will honour 
Christmas in my 
heart, and try to 

keep it all the 
year."  

 
Charles Dickens,  

A Christmas Carol  
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Prayer of the Month 

From Pastor Chad’s Desk 
(conclusion)  

 
Plan B, in the event we cannot have in person indoors 
is one service at 4pm in the parking lot behind the 
church. Plan C if no in person gatherings are permit-
ted is Live Streamed worship on Facebook at 4pm. 
There will be no Christmas Day worship service and 
Sunday December 27th will be Lessons & Carols Live 
Streamed from the Cathedral. 
 
Lastly, thank you, thank you, thank you, for those of 
you who have committed to the ministry of our parish 
as we “Carry The Light” through our present  
darkness. Through your Stewardship Pledges, your 
commitment means that we can continue to minister 
faithfully in new and bold ways as we move into this  
new year. For those of you who may have forgotten to 
send in your pledge, or those who have not yet 
pledged, you still can! Please prayerfully discern what 
the Lord has done here at Nativity and what we are 
expanding into this new year and what God has 
blessed you with to bless others and give joyfully to 
the ministry we are called into. 
 
So, until we meet again,  
 
Stay, Holy, Stay Blessed, and Stay Safe. 
 
In Christ, 
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Church services via phone!  
Say what? 

 
Are you a “non-computer” person? Do you have 
trouble figuring out Facebook Live? Does poor in-
ternet service limit your access to Sunday services? 
Fear not, we have a solution! With our new 
“PhoneLiveStreaming” app, you can listen in from 
your own phone! You don’t even need a 
smartphone. Any phone will work. 
 

Just call 508-503-6442 and press ‘1’ to sign up. 
Once you’ve opted in, you’ll receive a phone call 
whenever Nativity goes live. Just answer the phone 
and you’ll be joined to our live service. It’s that 
easy! You can even listen to the service later if you 
prefer. For questions, contact Cathy Terwedow, 
cterwedo@gmail.com.  

Thank you to all 
who donated gift 
cards to the 
Northborough 
Helping Hands 
Holiday Assis-
tance Program. 
You kindness 
provided Christmas 
gifts to local families 
in need. You have 
made a difference in 
our community!  

Blessings to all, 

The Outreach  
Ministry 

Women's Virtual Retreat  
January 23, 2021, 9:30-11:30AM 

on Zoom 
 

(Sign-up will begin Jan. 4. No cost) 
  
Journeying Beyond the Familiar:  Leaving the Old 
Ways and Breaking Fresh Ground with God*. 
(Phrases taken from a prayer by St. Bendan of Clon-
fert) 
 
The analogy of pilgrimage has long since been used to 
describe our life-long journey with God.  Like Abram 
and Sarai, we don’t know where God is leading us, 
and perhaps we have never felt that so keenly than 
now in this time of great upheaval.  What we do in this 
liminal (threshold) space is crucial.  Will we surrender 
to God’s deepening in us or allow our discomfort to 
drive us to distraction?  Together let’s explore God’s 
invitation and make space for God.  When we make 
space for God, God will fill it. 
 
Rev. Dr. Laurel Coolbaugh is a beloved daughter of 
God Most High who has been called to help people 
increase in their intimacy with the Triune God.  Laurel 
has served for 11 years as a pastor of The Sanctuary at 
Woodville in Hopkinton, MA and has been a Spiritual 
Director for 13 years.  Bill and Laurel have been mar-
ried for 40 years and enjoy ministering together with 
their adult son, Gethin, at The Sanctuary, a Church 
that is also a Christian Retreat and Spiritual Formation 
Center. 

Indoor  
Sunday  
Service  
in the  
newly  

decorated 
hall 

December 16, 7pm, in the Nave 
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The senior center was a buzz with activity Friday Novem-
ber 20th.  Many hands make light work as many groups 
pulling together organized by Northboro Helping Hands to 
provide those in need with Holiday assistance.  We at Na-
tivity contributed to the thanksgiving food bags by provid-
ing carrots, other churches and groups provided potatoes, 
stuffing, canned corn, canned beans, cranberry sauce, gra-
vy and raisins to make a holiday meal in a bag. The Bags 
along with Turkeys will be distributed on Saturday No-
vember 21st.   Christmas gift bags were also assembled, 
using the gift cards donated by you, donations from Nativ-
ity outreach and donations from local organizations to pro-
vide toys and clothes for families including new winter 
coats for all children.  Thank you to all who made this a 
reality. 
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ACOLYTES WANTED! 

 
Acolyte means “companion” or “one who 
helps.” An acolyte brings the symbolic light of 
Christ into the worship service. Acolytes serve 
an important role in our Sunday worship and 
being an acolyte is a service of honor to God 
and to the worshiping community. 
Would you like to serve as an acolyte? We are 
calling young and old alike! 
If you have wanted to "lift high the cross" and 
lead Pastor Chad in our worship procession, 
this is your chance to learn about serving as an 
acolyte! 
Interested? Please contact Maureen Pellizzari 
at moepell@townisp.com or 508-845-2757.  

Northborough Helping Hands Association  
Expresses Heartfelt Thanks! 

 
Thank you to all who donated funds, gift 
cards, food, turkeys and coats to the Holiday 
Outreach program. On November 21st NHHA 
distributed 123 turkeys, with all the fixings 
along with 128 brand new coats for children in 
lieu of the annual gently used coat drive. 
Christmas came early for all our recipients in 
the form of small red envelopes with gift cards 
to grocery stores. Families received additional 
cards to purchase children’s toys and clothing 
thanks to the virtual Giving Tree contributions. 
We are grateful to all who played a part in 
Making Spirits Bright for our senior citizens 
and families this year!  

"Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by  
giving the light of love to those who need it most."  
Ruth Carter Stapleton 
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NEW!  
Sensory-Friendly  
Worship Service 

 
Worship can be a wonderful 
uplifting time to connect to God 
in community and sometimes it 

can be an overwhelming experience with unseen barri-
ers that often prevent people with disabilities from 
becoming active members in our congregation.  
 
With all that is happening during worship like music, 
prayers, scents such as cologne and perfume, even 
side conversations, there are many external stimuli 
that can be challenging to process at once. Here at Na-
tivity we want to create spaces that are inclusive and 
accessible so  people with SPD and related conditions 
can fully participate as they feel comfortable.  
 
Beginning in November, Nativity will offer sensory-
friendly services on the first, third, and fifth Sundays 
of the month. Special attention will be given to host-
ing a calm, serene space in which to worship. This 
will include a general volume that never gets too high 
or too low, or sudden changes in sound or light.  
 
Services will be at 8:30AM in the Nave. Registration 
is required. See https://reopen.church/r/HeyoIagM or 
call Sabina at the office at 508-393-3146. 
 
Help sensory-sensitive visitors and parishioners feel 
God’s blessings and be comfortable in His house. If 
you attend at the 8:30 service, please mindful that this 
is a time for people of all abilities to gather for wor-
ship. Spread the word about this new service!" 

 
Enjoy  

Courses for 
people age 

60+ on 
Zoom!   

 
 

A partnership between Framingham State University and the Framingham Public Library,  
Adventures in Lifelong Learning (ALL) provides intellectual and creative engagement for adults aged 60 
and over, free of charge (or for a voluntary donation). The program offers short-term weekly classes on Tues-
days in January, April and October with the next session meeting on January 12, 19, and 26; online registration 
starts at 11am on December 15. Check the website at https://www.framingham.edu/academics/continuing-
education/community-education/adventures-in-lifelong-learning/. 
 
Winter classes include: 18th Century European History, 18th Century European Art History, Robinson Crusoe. 
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This month’s #Extraordinary Life of the Month is Matthew 
Pellizzari.  Matt has served Nativity at the Lords table as an 
Acolyte for many years.  He has been the Senior team mem-
ber leading the training of new members.  Matt is also serv-
ing the community as he works on his Eagle Scout project 
honoring the veterans of the American Legion Post #238 
Shrewsbury MA.  Please thank Matt for all his hard work 
and service to us at Nativity and to the community.  

In these tumultuous times, what better way to welcome Jesus 
than to set aside a quiet morning to make room for his birth in 

our hearts and minds? During this Advent Quiet Day, we will step away from our daily tasks and concerns so 
that we can listen with full attention to the Spirit’s movement within us. Our intention will be to awaken to the 
divine Presence being given to us, moment by mo-ment, breath by breath. Our time together will include 
presentations and guid-ed meditations, with options for solitary reflection (indoors or out) or small group con-
versation. To register, contact the office to receive a link.  This online Zoom retreat is co-sponsored by The 
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts and The Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts. Open to all at no 
cost. 

VOICES 
 

A Poem by Cindy Loverin 
 

I hear whispering voices in the air,  
sounds from times gone by. 
A story told, a lesson taught,  

a mother’s lullaby. 
Each voice brings back a memory  

of days and times of old, 
Each one held closely in my heart,  

secrets never told. 
  

My mother at my bedside  
teaching me to pray. 

My father showing me the stars  
at the close of day.  

Each parent telling me  
how God had made it all 

The lake, the trees, and the multitude of  
creatures great and small. 

  
I hear the voice of women and men  

speaking from the ages past. 
Those memorable words and historic volumes 

were meant to last. 
The psalmist wrote,  

“Lord is my Shepherd”. 
A leader1 spoke  

and “I have a dream” was heard. 
  

A poet-priest2 wrote  
“No man is an island.” 

 Most of his words are forgotten  
like the grains of sand. 
Martin Luther spoke,”  

We are saved by grace alone.” 
“Amazing Grace”3 is sung  

with melodic tone. 
  

The voice that means the most to me 
Thunders through all eternity. 

It teaches me how to live each day. 
Jesus said,” I AM THE WAY.” 

 
1 Martin Luther King 
2 John Donne 
3 John Newton 
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Have you seen Jim Millar lately? 
 
Jim might have passed away two and a half years ago but he is still a presence 
in town! Just look for the ‘Hometown Hero’ banner on the westbound side of 
Rt. 20, just past the Northborough Mobil station.  
 
Here’s the story behind the banner and how he and Lois came to be  
Episcopalians. 
 
The year was 1946. A young Jimmy Millar walked proudly off the stage; high 
school diploma grasped firmly in hand. Waving good-bye to family and 
friends, he walked straight to the local recruiting office and joined the Navy.  
The Navy placed him on the USS Wright, an aircraft carrier that ran up and 
down the eastern seaboard, running air-defense and anti-submarine drills and 
gunnery practice, and acting as a qualification carrier for hundreds of student 
pilots. Jim was there for it all, serving three years, often below ship in the en-
gine room and maintenance areas. Hence his place among Northborough’s 
Hometown Heroes. 
 
Now for the love story. Remember those friends waving at graduation? One of 
them might have been a young Lois Davidson. Lois had known Jimmy since 
the fourth grade. They went to high school together.   
 
After Jim’s naval 

service, they fell in love. But she was a Catholic 
and he a Protestant. Therein lay the rub. They 
wanted to marry, but the terms of the Catholic 
church were too much to bear. They did not want 
to be forced to raise the kids Catholic, to work to 
convert Jim to Catholicism, or to abide by some of 
the church’s other strict requirements.  
 
What to do? Why, they joined the Episcopal 
Church, of course! They married in 1951 at Grace 
Church in Merchantville, NJ. Some years later they 
moved to Northborough and became active mem-
bers of Nativity, where they raised six kids and 
helped with many of the church’s building and 
fundraising projects. Sixty-seven years of mar-
riage. Now that’s a life well lived! Thank you for 
your service, Jim Millar!   

Christmas Eve: 

4pm in the Hall 

7pm in the Nave 


