
 

 

"Some of us walk into Advent tethered to our unresolved  yesterdays,  

the pain still stabbing; the hurt still throbbing.  

It’s not that we don’t know better;  

it’s just that we can’t stand up anymore by ourselves.  

On the way to Bethlehem, will you give us a hand?" 

Ann Weems  

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 



 

 

 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE  

 

(Please stand) 

 

Officiant:  Welcome to this Blue Christmas service, a time when we can, 

  in company with each other, acknowledge the sadness we 

  feel at Christmas time. This is the time of year with short days 

  and long nights, when memories of past experiences and the 

  pain of present reality can become overwhelming.  

  Recognizing that this is not a season of joy for everyone, in this 

  service we will be invited to reflect on the pain, the loneliness, 

  and the sorrow we may feel and offer it all to our great sign of 

  hope, Jesus Christ. We pray that all of us will find hope and  

  comfort in knowing that we are not alone.  

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

Officiant:  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Officiant:  If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light  

  around me turn to night,” darkness is not dark to you, O Lord; 

  the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are 

  both alike. —Psalm 139:10-11 

 

COLLECT 

 

Officiant:  Let us pray. God of abundant mercy, you have given us  

  grace to pray with one heart and one voice, even though  

  our hearts are broken and our voices tremble with grief and 

  sorrow. Comfort, comfort, Lord, your Holy people. Comfort  

  those of us who sit in darkness, mourning beneath our  

  sorrow’s load. Speak to us of the peace that awaits us, of the 

  balm of healing for our weary and wounded souls. We ask all 

  this, trusting in the promise you have made to hear the  

  prayers of two or three who have gathered in the Name of  

  Jesus. 

 

People:  Amen. 

 

READINGS 

 

JEREMIAH 8:18, 21—9:1 

 

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. For the hurt of my poor  

people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no 

balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my 

poor people not been restored? O that my head were a spring of water, 

and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night for the 

slain of my poor people! 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

 



 

 

PSALM 71:1-5, 9, 12 

 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 

Let me never be ashamed. 

In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; 

Incline your ear to me and save me. 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; 

You are my crag and my stronghold. 

Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, 

From the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 

For you are my hope, O Lord God, 

My confidence since I was young. 

Do not cast me off in my old age; 

Forsake me not when my strength fails. 

O God, be not far from me; 

Come quickly to help me, O my God. 

 

The Holy Gospel 

(please stand as you are able) 

 

Officiant:   The holy Gospel of the Lord, Jesus Christ, according to 

  Matthew 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

MATTHEW 11:28-29 

 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 

yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 

Officiant:  The Gospel of the Lord 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

TIME OF REFLECTION: Silence and space to reflect. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

 

Officiant:  In the spirit of this season, let us now ask our God for what 

  we need for ourselves as we participate in the Christmas 

  season as people coping with loss, pain, suffering, 

  loneliness, grief, and sadness. God, we come to you as 

  Christmas dawns with pain growing inside us. As the nights 

  have been growing longer, so has the darkness wrapped 

  itself around our hearts. In this season of our longest nights, 

  we offer to you the pain in our hearts, the traumas that 

  some of us cannot put into words. (Pause) 

  Loving God, hear our prayer, 

People:  And in your merciful love, answer. 

 

Officiant:  Compassionate God, there are those among us who are 

  grieving over what might have been. A death or loss has 

  changed our experience of Christmas. Once it was a 

  special day for us too, but someone has died or moved 

  away. Or we have lost a job, or a cause. We 

  find ourselves adrift, alone, lost. Lord, help us find our way. 

  (Pause) 

  Loving God, hear our prayer, 

People:  And in your merciful love, answer. 

 

 



 

 

Officiant:  The Christmas season reminds us of all that used to be and  

  cannot be anymore. The memories of what was, the fears of 

  what may be overwhelm us. All around us we hear 

  the sounds of celebration, but all we experience is a sense of 

  sadness. Please be near us this night. (Pause) 

  Loving God, hear our prayer, 

People:  And in your merciful love, answer. 

 

Officiant:  I invite you to offer your own intercessions either silently or  

  aloud. (Pause) 

  Loving God, hear our prayers this night. Grant to all, and  

  especially to those in sorrow this Christmas, the blessing we  

  ask in the name of Christ, who taught us to pray together  

  saying; 

People:  Our Father, who are in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

  On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who  

  trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

Officiant:  God who is with us, in this season of looking forward, of  

  anticipating the celebration of your Son’s birth and return in 

  glory, we often find ourselves uncomfortable, uneasy, worried 

  and sad. The lights and gaiety, the music, the bright joy  

  around us, often makes us more unquiet, more out of step,  

  feeling even more disconnected and different. 

People:  Come, Holy Child of Bethlehem 

 

Officiant:  Some of these feelings come from false expectations. Others 

  come from real situations and issues that face us or those we 

  love. Some are from events we may influence and some are 

  beyond our control. Trusting in your grace and provision, we 

  name these situations and face the pain and dislocation  

  they cause us. We claim your promise to companion us in  

  bearing them. We claim your steadfast love for us, knowing 

  you will help us find peace for our troubled spirits. We claim 

  your wise and merciful power, that you will meet each need 

  as is best for us. 

 

Reader:  We light this candle for all those who are experiencing the  

  pain of broken relationships with family, children, spouses,  

  and friends. May its light remind us of the pure communion  

  you desire for all your creation. Our desire for this same  

  communion makes estrangement so painful. Lead us to  

  relinquish the hold broken relationships have on us, to 

  forgive ourselves for our contribution to the breach, to forgive 

  those who have hurt us, to take the steps to mend that  

  relationship, if possible. Lord, we know that sometimes we  

  suffer from a broken relationship with someone who is now  

  dead. Help us to prayerfully examine, receive and extend  

  forgiveness in that situation, that we may live again. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:  Bless The Lord. 

 

 



 

 

Reader:  We light this candle for all those who are suffering the  

  consequences of war, famine and unbridled disease. May 

  its light remind us of your holy calling to every one who 

  believes you are the light of the world. Change the hearts 

  of all who resort to violence, who seek revenge. Protect 

  those who find themselves far from home serving their  

  nations or the needy. We know you are in the midst of 

  those in anguish and pray that your healing presence will 

  be seen, felt, and embraced. Reveal to us how to join in 

  your saving work – to make tangible gifts to alleviate  

  suffering, to support those on the front lines of natural and 

  manmade disasters, to pray unceasingly for peace in our 

  families, our neighborhoods, our world. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:   Bless The Lord 

 

Reader:  We light this candle for all those who are estranged from 

  you God, who are besieged with doubts, who are  

  overwhelmed by the world and do not claim your  

  presence in their lives. We pray for them, and therefore 

  ourselves, for we confess that each of us knows this 

  condition. Lord, may the light of your love lead us all 

  home to you. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:   Bless The Lord 

 

Reader:  We light this candle for all those who grieve. You know our 

  deepest need, you understand our pain – lost dreams, lost 

  opportunities, the separation of death. May its light 

  remind us that we are not orphaned, we are not alone. 

  Grant us grace that in pain we may find comfort, in sorrow 

  hope, and in death resurrection. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:   Bless The Lord 

 

Reader:  We light this candle for all those who wrestle with the 

  chains of addiction. Help us to name that which enslaves 

  us and face it: food, alcohol, drugs, pornography,  

  shopping, escapism, self medication, and self abuse in all 

  its forms. May this candle bring your light to those secret 

  and not so secret activities of imprisonment. Hear our 

  prayers for deliverance and freedom; help us and those 

  we love break the hold of these evils. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:   Bless The Lord 

 

Reader:  We light this candle for all those who are victims of  

  violence in any of its forms. May its light lead us to peace, 

  safety, and truth. Pour forth encouragement to claim your 

  help in healing physically and spiritually, to trust in your  

  justice, to find assistance, to resist blaming ourselves, to be 

  confident in the future you have planned for us, a future 

  full of hope. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:   Bless The Lord 

 

 



 

 

 

Reader:  God of Light and Life, we light this candle for all those who  

  are struggling with issues involving physical or mental health. 

  We especially remember those struggling with cancer, 

  depression, or thoughts of suicide. May its light remind us all of 

  the healing available to us in Christ Jesus. Hear our prayers  

  that anguish be minimized and your good plan fulfilled for 

  each who suffer. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:   Bless The Lord 

 

Reader:  We light this candle for all those who are struggling with issues 

  involving financial concerns, job loss, seemingly  

  insurmountable debt. May its light remind us all that you are 

  the Great Provider, you will give us our daily bread. Empower 

  us to take the steps we need to solve these problems. Draw us 

  to the right people and programs to help us. 

Silence (Lighting of candle of Remembrance) 

All:   Bless The Lord 

 

PRAYER FOR THE NIGHT (A New Zealand Prayer Book, 184) 

 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

People: Lord, 

  It is night. 

  The night is for stillness. 

  Let us be still in the presence of God. 

  It is night after a long day. 

  What has been done has been done; 

  What has not been done has not been done; 

  Let it be. 

  The night is dark. 

  Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives 

  Rest in you. 

  The night is quiet. 

  Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 

  All dear to us, 

  And all who have no peace. 

  The night heralds the dawn. 

  Let us look expectantly to a new day, 

  New joys, 

  New possibilities. 

  In your name we pray. Amen. 

   

PSALM 121 (in unison) 

 

 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

     From where does my help come? 

2  My help comes from the Lord, 

     who made heaven and earth. 

3  He will not let your foot be moved; 

     he who keeps you will not slumber. 

4  Behold, he who keeps Israel 

     will neither slumber nor sleep. 

5  The Lord is your keeper; 

     the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

6  The sun shall not strike you by day, 

     nor the moon by night. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

7  The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

     he will keep your life. 

8  The Lord will keep 

     your going out and your coming in 

     from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

BLESSING THE LIGHT 

 

Officiant:  In this darkness we call for Light. 

    This Light brought forth from the beginning of creation 

    To shine in the shadows of our souls. 

    We yearn for this gracious Light to warm us, 

    To nourish us, and to give us strength. 

    We call on this brilliant Light to show us our pain, 

    So that in seeing it more clearly we might 

    Have the courage to bring it to you. 

    And we ask you, O Holy One, to be with us here 

    In our healing walk on this darkened earth. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Officiant:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

    you trust in Him, so that you will overflow with hope by 

    the power of the Holy Spirit. And may God’s blessing and 

    grace be upon you this night and through the Christmas 

    season. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord, 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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