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Greetings Nativity Family! 
 
Folks, I am sooo excited! The leaves are changing and the hills are bursting with 
color, fall is here! Visiting Tougas Farm and picking fresh apples and pumpkins, 
making scarecrows, decorating festively, and wearing flannel shirts (the best) are 
all super fun traditions my family has always enjoyed.  Fall has always been one 
of my favorite seasons and experiencing the best of it in our own backyards here 
in New England is nothing short of a treat.   
 
Speaking of Fall, I want to give a big shout out to all of the folks who volun-
teered their time and even treasures with our Fall Festival to make it the success 
it was, thank you, thank you, thank you. We had so many families here and peo-
ple of all ages here who had such a fantastic time; those people left here knowing 
that they are loved and cared for and it was all because of the work everyone did 
to make the Festival happen. When we host events like this, we are not just doing 
something nice (though it is), we are actually opening wide our doors and cam-
pus to welcome all of our friends in the community to experience what we al-
ready know about Nativity…that we are a fun and welcoming community of 
faith that would like share this joy we find in Jesus Christ with everyone.  
 
A few upcoming notes to “Mark Your Calendar” with:  
Starting Wednesday Oct 2nd Noon Day prayer in the Nave resumes.  
Sunday October 6th we will be celebrating St Francis Day with our Annual Bless-
ing Of the Animals at 12:30 in front of the Nave (facing Howard St.) under the 
cross.  This is a fun and great way to recognize and celebrate the furry (and 
sometimes not so furry) animal companions God has brought into our lives. So 
bring your cats, dogs, turtles, and even hermit crabs and we will celebrate our 
thankfulness to God for them. Also, during our 10am worship service, I highly 
encourage our little ones to bring in their stuffed furry friends to be blessed as 
well. God has brought so many faithful companions into our lives to celebrate 
and we don’t want to leave them out. 
 
Lastly during the month of October we will begin the Stewardship Season and 
our sermon series about what it means to be part of the family of God.  It is my 
prayer that this year that each of us deeply discerns how God wants us to give to 
His work through Nativity and give back to Him out of what He has blessed us in 
our lives. Stewardship is important not just because it keeps things going, but 
because it really is about us responding to God’s blessings in our own lives and 
living faithfully in community to impact this world for Jesus Christ.  
 
So that’s it, see you Sunday and until then keep staying holy and staying blessed. 
 
In Christ, 
 

FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK 

V O L U M E  5 9 ,  I S S U E  1

     

OUR WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Weekly 
Sundays           
7:45 AM             Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist                                                                        

with Sunday School                               
and Nursery Care 

 
Wednesdays  

12pm Noonday Prayer and 
Holy Eucharist 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9  

The Nativity Scene 

Secure  

in the Love of the Father 

Shaped  

in the Image of the Son 

Serving  

in the Power of the Spirit 

“October, baptize me 
with leaves! Swaddle 
me in corduroy and 
nurse me with split 
pea soup. October, 

tuck tiny candy bars 
in my pockets and 

carve my smile into a 
thousand pumpkins. 

O autumn!  
O teakettle! O grace!” 

Rainbow Rowell  
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Prayer of the Month 
 

O merciful and mighty God, 
Your Son Jesus Christ 

was born of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to bring us salvation 

and to establish Your kingdom on earth: 
Grant that Michael and all Your angels 

may defend Your people 
against Satan and every evil foe, 

and that at last 
we may come to that heavenly country 

where Your saints forever sing Your praise. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Book of Occasional Services, Episcopal Church  

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE 
 

T h e r e f o r e  con f es s  yo u r  s ins  t o  on e  
an o t h er ,  and  p r ay f o r  o n e  ano t h e r ,  s o  
t h a t  yo u  m ay b e  h ea l ed .  T h e  p r a ye r  o f  

t h e  r i gh teou s  i s  p ow er f u l   
an d  e f f ec t i v e .  

J ames  5 : 16   

 
Featuring Paul Baloche | Andy Needham | New 

England Worship Leaders. 
 

DATE AND TIME 
Fri, November 15, 2019 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM EST 

 
LOCATION 

Liberty Churches 
495 Hartford Turnpike 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 

 
This is a night you do not want to miss! Join a con-
cert of voices from all over the region for an un-
forgettable evening. The concert will be led by an 
amazing band and team of worship leaders from 
the region and joined by Andy Needham and a spe-
cial appearance by Paul Baloche. 
 
This evening is open to all. Tickets are $15, $8 for 
5 or more. Please contact Rachel or the office if 
you would like to attend. All proceeds benefit 
Greenhouse ministries’ ongoing work to advance 
the local church in New England. 

SUNDAY FLOWERS  

 

Please sign up for flowers 

to be displayed in the 

Nave.  

The sign-up sheet is  

located in the copy room. 

NEW WEBSITE!! 
 

We have a brand new website! Check us out at 
www.churchofthenativity.org 

 
It is a work in progress so please be patient with us!  

Suggestions and comments are welcome! 

COMMUNITY GATHERING 

October 13, after each service 

This is an opportunity to ask questions and share comments 

and concerns. 

A note from Cathy Washburn 

Dear Nativity Church, 

Please accept this donation to the Memorial Flow-

er fund in memory of Lisa Novak. The flowers are 

beautiful and I am grateful for your remem-

brance of my sister. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/James%205.16
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This month our #Extraordinary life of the month is our 
very talented Michael Jubinville . His inspired  drum-
ming brings much joy and rhythm to our worship mu-
sic.   When you see him thank him for sharing his gift 
with us.    

We had a wonderful morning Sat., 
Sept. 7 over coffee and crafts.  Our 
purpose was to bring women together 
to work on items for our craft table at 
the Fall Fair.  It was a time of fellow-
ship, productivity, and fun!  We con-
nected and got a glimpse of what 
women's ministry is becoming.  Stay 

tuned for more women's events. 
 
Reminder:  Women's Retreat, Fall, 2020. 

 

Monday, October 14, 2019 at 7pm 

Join us for an evening of beautiful music and heartfelt pray-

er. This is a time to share our joys and concerns, sing praise 

together and sustain each other through prayers,  

both said and unsaid. 
 
It has come to our atten-
tion there were some 
issues regarding the pho-
tos on the directory. 
Please note there was no 
intention on “separating 
family and couple pic-
tures” and hence forget-
ting individuals. Unfor-

tunately, the original pictures used for prior purposes are 
no longer available.  
 
If you do want family or couple pictures to appear in the 
directory, 1) email a picture to the office, or 2) ask 
Becky Krebsbach or Liz Krouse to take a picture after 
the Sunday service, or 3) wait until September when we 
will host a picture event.  
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WONDERING ABOUT THE WONDEROUS 
By Cindy Loverin 

 
I find You in the scriptures. I can hold You in my hand. 
I find You in the summer sky and in the grain of sand. 

I meet You in my tiny room. You walk close by my side. 
These are the things I understand. You are my friend and guide. 

 
Just when I think I know You I have questions in my mind, 
When You made each life form, how were they designed? 

When You formed the cosmos, where did You stand? 
How did you plan the genome, so intricate, so grand? 

 
I think about the universe and cannot comprehend its size. 

My mind is much too small to grasp where its boundary lies. 
I think about the atom and each component part. 
I wonder why the sunset is such a work of art. 

 
The colors in a rainbow are a symbol of Your love. 

Can You see them clearly as You watch us from above? 
I know that I cannot distinguish ant from ant from ant. 

But You know every one of us, each animal, each plant. 
 

So now I clearly recognize You are not at all ike me. 
Yet scripture says I’m made like You….How can that be? 

This conundrum occupies my every thought today. 
Are You right here by my side or are You great and far away? 

 
All that really matters is that You hung upon that cross, 

Then rose again to save my soul no matter what the cost. 
Do I, too, have a cross to bear as I choose which way to go? 
Lord, there is one more question. Do I really want to know? 

Learn how you can befriend refugees in your com-
munity. You can sign up at: 

www.warmwelcoming.org 
 
Training:  

WARM 101and201:  
Opening the Door to Engage in Refugee Ministry 

Saturday October 19th 
9am-4pm 

The Journey Community Church 
25 Belmont St. 

Worcester, Ma 01605 
 
Please see Betsy Hummel if you have any questions. 

Young life Events: Young Life is a kick back of 
high school students who want to have fun, eat, 
and get to know each other. But it’s even more. 
You talk about important things and hear how 
they relate to your faith. Some of the kids go to 
church, some don’t, but each one wants to be in 
a place where they talk freely and not be 
judged.     
 

Upcoming Dates: 
October 19: 7-9pm 
November 2: 7-9pm 
November 16: 7-9pm 
December 7: 7-9pm 

 
Any questions? Call Dianne Vanacore: 508-667-
7660 

A Prayer for Our Time 
and for the Earth 

  
Dear God, Creator of the earth, this 
sacred home we share; 
Give us new eyes to see the beauty 
all around and to protect the won-
ders of creation. 
Give us new arms to embrace the 
strangers among us and to know 
them as family. 
Give us new ears to hear and under-
stand those who live off the land 
and to hear and understand those 
who extract its resources. 

Give us new hearts to recognize the brokenness in our commu-
nities 
and to heal the wounds we have inflicted. 
Give us new hands to serve the earth and its people 
and to shape beloved community. 
For you are the One who seeks the lost, 
binds our wounds and sets us free, 
and it is in the name of Jesus the Christ we pray. 
Amen. 
  
           - The Rt. Reverend Carol Gallagher, Cherokee 

THE SIMPLE SOCIAL IS BACK!  

 

The simple Social will be hosted on October 13th! 

Bring your favorite dish or bring your appetite! 

There will be plenty for all! See Becky Kresbach to 

sign up for food.  

http://www.warmwelcoming.org/
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NATIVITY’S OWN 
HONORED LADY 
 
On September 24, 2019, 
ten days short of her 102nd 
birthday, long-time Nativi-
ty member Lillian Wray 
passed away to the care of 
our ever-lasting Father.  
 
A native New Englander, 
Lillian had only lived in 3 
states: Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, and Rhode Island. 
Since the 5th grade, she 
had been a Massachusetts 
resident: “the best place 
there is.” She joined Nativ-
ity in 1980, when Hendy 
Webb was rector. She had 

known all our priests since then: Fr. Fred, Fr. Bob, Fr. Len, 
Fr. Chad, and of course, Fr. Michael, “and liked them all.” 
 
After raising her family, Lillian worked for 27 years for 
Eastern Auto Body in Worcester. When she turned 68, she 
decided she’d worked long enough, so she retired in order 
to have more time for fun things and to see friends and 
family. Four years later, she and many Nativity members 
went with Fr. Fred to Israel and Egypt. She proudly 
claimed that, at 72 years old, she was the oldest member of 
the group. Marge Carlson, also on the trip, once said that 
Lillian “ran circles around” her! 
 
Several years ago Lillian moved from Worcester to an as-
sisted living community in Auburn. She continued to bring 
herself to Nativity for a while, and, even after she stopped 
driving nine years ago, Lillian was still able to be an active 
part of Nativity, thanks to people who picked her up for a 
few years. Lillian was “a regular” at both the Sunday 7:45 
service, (where she “always sat in the second pew,”) and at 
the Wednesday morning women’s Bible study. 
 
A couple of years ago she became the Spelling Bee  
Champion at her new home (she “was always a good 
speller”), and she received a trophy to prove her spelling 
prowess. She discovered that painting is a delightful hob-
by, and many paintings attest to her talent.  
 
Lillian kept up with how the Red Sox are doing, but like all 
of us, stated that last year was a lot better! Lillian was al-
ways a helpful and “take charge” person, and this never 
changed. It was not unusual to find her helping other resi-
dents at her assisted living community get to where they 
want to be when they were having trouble finding their 
destination. 
 
Lillian’s family members live from Maine to Pennsylvania 
and as far west as Montana. Among them are twin great-
grandchildren, Olivia and Owen, who are 4 years old.  
 
We will always remember our centenarian! 

Calling “All creatures great and small, furry or feath-

ered or scaled” -- and their owners --all are invited to 

celebrate the blessing of the wonderful gift of our 

beloved companions who provide so much to us that 

we bring them to Church to receive God’s blessing. 

The Blessing of the Animals is being held at Church 

of the Nativity on Sunday, Oct. 6 at 12:30 p.m. 45 

Howard St. Northborough, MA.   
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Tremendous Goodwill at  
Nativity’s Fall Festival 2019 

 
“INSPIRING” “SEEING THE FACE OF CHRIST HERE” 

“GREAT spelled GR8” and “AWESOME” 
 
These are quotes from our 
visitors and guests during this 
year’s event. That event was 
Church of the Nativity at its 
best. We made many, many 
new friends, especially fami-
lies with smaller children.  If 
you were a kid at Applefest, 
Nativity was THE place to be. 
The finances are still being 
worked out, but the SMILES 

QUOTIENT on the faces 
of the children, their par-
ents, and other visitors and 
guests was un-
matched!!  The Scouts, 
both boys and girls, were 
omnipresent with their ad-
visors.  Collectively they 
were over the top helpful 
in setting up tents, tables 
and chairs, building and 
operating the Rope Bridge, 
building and operating  the 
GIANT JENGA game, setting up and running a Life Size 
Foosball game, setting up and operating the CORN HOLE 
game, and in an emergency assembling the Animal Pen in 
less than five minutes while holding onto the lively llama, 

goat, and sheep who would soon 
be petted by hundreds of small 
hands.  However, the Scouts 
were just part of the story … 
 
Take a bow and accept our 
thanks if you participated in any 
of the following activities at Na-
tivity Fall Festival at Applefest 
2019:  Planning and organizing 
the overall event; Setting up and 
Tearing down the Infrastructure, 
Donating to or selling Attic 
Treasures; Donating to or selling 

Used Books; Setting up or taking photos for guests; Baking 
for or selling at the Baked Goods Table; Donating to or 
taking taking tickets at the Nativity Bucks Table including 
wrapping baskets and assembling ticket capturing contain-
ers; Prepping Sound Technology or Updating the Stage 
including climbing ladders to put on the shade-providing 
roof; Donating selling, or cooking the Lunch; Supervising 
safety at two Bouncy Houses; Assisting or organizing Kids 
Crafts including pumpkin Painting; Making goods or crafts 
and selling them at the Women’s Ministry Table; Promot-
ing our event at the downtown Nativity Table on Blake 

Street Fair including handouts 
and directions to our church 
location; Loading, unloading, 
and caring for Animals in the 
Petting Zoo; Setting up pen on 
short notice for the zoo;. Assist-
ing Maine Girl Cupcakes 
Booth; Leading, following, or 
dancing Zumba in front of the 
stage; Assisting blowing up 
balloons and helping our 
Clown, Aunt Parsnips aka Ann 
Klump; Selling or Taking Tick-
ets for the extremely popular 
Trackless Train meandering through the property;  Singing 
or Playing Music on the Stage; Providing DJ Tunes during 

Lunch Hour; Assisting Joe 
the StoryTeller who was en-
thralling his audience young 
and old; selling cold desserts 
and offering H2O to all; 
Manning the Welcome Sta-
tion, the Ministry Station, 
and the File of Life Station 
answering questions or 
providing advice; Engaging 
volunteer Trooper 
McCollum and his Mass 
State Police vehicle before 
he had to leave for an emer-
gency in Fitchburg; Being 
charmed by characters Cat in 

the Hat aka Liz Krouse, JAKE mascot for the Worcester 
Bravehearts baseball team, and ARTHUR from the new 
Arena Football League 
team the Massachusetts 
Pirates; Serving as a floater 
during the day or schlep-
ping leftover Attic Treas-
ures and books to SAVERS 
in Marlborough or Worces-
ter. 
 
The Planning Team of Jim 
Baker, Cara Ting, Becky 
Krebsbach, Liz Krouse, 
and Yvonne Bouette thanks 
all of you profusely.  We 
attribute the overall success 
of the day including the 
weather to fervent prayer 
and focused purpose … that is, “”.doing God’s work in this 
place and time." You all were excellent stewards of God’s 
gifts to us at Fall Festival 2019.  We hope that our guests 
will ”pay it forward” but also come and visit us again 
soon.  Perhaps on a Sunday? 
 
Signed, The Team. 
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45 Howard Street 

Northborough, MA 01532 

508-393-3146  (fax) 508-393-0702 

www.churchofthenativity.org 

 

We have been called together by God 

 to be and to make faithful followers  

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Check out our weekly News and Notes listing of 

announcements and events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
October 2019 
 

10/06:  Blessings of the Animals at 12:30 
10/08:  Senior Luncheon at 12:30 
10/13:  Community Gathering after each service 
10/13:  Simple Social at 12 pm 
10/14:  Praise and Prayer at 7pm 
10/19:  W.A.R.M. training 
10/19:  Young Life Event 
     
 

The Nativity  

Scene 


