
 
 

Nativity Stewardship FAQ’s* 
(*Frequently Asked Questions About Stewardship) 

 
Q:  Why are we asked to give our time, talent and treasure to Nativity? 

 

A:   From a spiritual perspective, God calls upon us to be generous and joyful givers of our time, 

talents and treasure, to support His church.  Giving to support missions we believe in gives us joy, 

and makes us feel more connected to our faith and parish. Also this just makes sense because to 

keep the church active someone has to do it or the church wouldn’t be able to maintain itself and 

its work. 

 

  From a practical viewpoint, stewardship is a shared responsibility and duty that we undertake to 

care for and maintain our parish and its many missions.  It is the combined energy and financial 

support of about 200+ active families and individual members that make possible all that we are 

and do as a parish.  Pledges and gifts provide roughly 90% of the funds for our annual parish 

budget. This includes our Outreach program which provides services to the community in need 

outside Nativity. 

 

Q: Does stewardship mean pledging? 

 

A: This is a common question which is usually misunderstood. Stewardship is not pledging. 

Stewardship is taking care of all the God has given us. It is the act of knowing that all we have is 

a gift from God, and as guided by our faith, we take responsibility for what we have, and use our 

personal gifts of time, talent and treasure to care for the world. By contributing your time, talent 

and treasure to do good as guided by what your heart tells you, you are being a responsible 

steward. So you can offer your time, talent and treasure without having to pledge at all. 

 

Q: What is pledging then? 

 

A: Pledging is telling the Church, you are committing to offering a minimum level of support, 

whether it is your time and/or treasure to support Nativity. Pledging is very important to the 

church and to you as it has its roots in scripture. What is frequently misunderstood is that 

pledging is both affirming your faith (your acknowledgement of support to Nativity) and is a 

fundamental part of church planning. So by pledging, you are formally committing to your faith. 

If Nativity is doing its job, your heart should compel you pledge. 

 

But another very important part of pledging is the Church uses it as a guide for developing the 

budget for the coming year. This is the Church being a responsible steward and trying not to 

spend more than it takes in. Just as you might have a budget for your house, Nativity has a budget 

too. To create the budget you see what your income is, which tells you how much money you 

have to spend, then you allocate your spending so as not to exceed what you take in. We at 

Nativity are very responsible this way. So you can see why the pledges are very important. 

Monetary pledges tell us how much money we have to spend for the next year. This is another 

reason why pledging is so important at the church. We use it to plan our operations and 

ministries. 

 

Q: Is pledging just about money? 

 

A: No. The church is a conduit for faith-based activities. This is the time and talent side of being a 

steward. Right now at Nativity, we are putting together a listing of all the wonderful ministries 

which are happening right now. We have many parishioners who give their time and talent in 
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being steward both inside and outside Nativity. What you may not know is just as you can pledge 

money, you can also pledge talent and time. Pledging time and talent is just as important as 

pledging money. They are all stewardship based activities. So, you can pledge time, talent and 

treasure in any way you choose. 

 

 You will find in this pledge envelope a pledge paper where you can pledge your time or talents to 

help the church missions and community. Again, Nativity is going to use this information to more 

clearly understand who in our parish is already doing ministries, who would like to try something, 

or who has a talent that could be called upon to help us in some way. We will also use this to 

possibly help you get resources to enhance what you’re currently doing or start a new mission 

area. We are very excited about this. 

 

Q: Am I required to give time, talent and treasure? 

 

A: Of course not. Nativity welcomes all people to attend our services with no requirements of any 

kind. Hopefully, you will be inspired to support the Church and our many missions. We always 

need help with many, many activities and are trying to grow the Church which gives you a great 

opportunity to participate at a level that is comfortable to you. 

 

Q: Why would I choose to offer my time and talent to Nativity instead of volunteering outside 

the church? 

 

A: This is a great question. The answer is if you are committed to being a responsible steward, by 

offering your time and talent anywhere, even outside the church, this is still fulfilling your faith. 

There is no faith requirement to give your time, talent and treasure to Nativity. However, Nativity 

offers one stop shopping for stewardship. Our Church offers many wonderful options in how you 

can offer your time, talent and treasure to better the needy and outside communities. Your gifts of 

treasure empower our Outreach program to support many, many ministries, making what you 

invest go further. Your time and talent can be readily utilized to support Nativity, which in turn 

supports our supporting many communities. We would hope if you are considering to offer your 

time and talent volunteering, you consider Nativity first. So your time, talent and treasure goes 

very far here and you get a beautiful place to worship too! 

 

Q: I don’t have much time or money to give. I don’t think I can contribute much as a steward. 

 

A: Nothing could be further from the truth. No amount is too small. Giving $1 a month for one 

person, may be the same level of commitment as another giving $100 a month for another. Or 

volunteering one hour of your time could be the same level as someone who gives 10 hours per 

week. There is are no limits of any kind on how much of your time, talent and treasure you give. 

No one makes any comparisons or sets levels because it means nothing. It’s the act of doing it 

which is most important, not the amount. The most important guide is what your heart tells you to 

is the right amount. Nativity has many opportunities for giving one hour or many more. 

Remember the amount doesn’t matter, it’s the act of just doing something that’s most important. 

 

Q:  Do members of Nativity have to pledge? 

 

A:   The answer is no. However, we do hope you consider involving yourself in some way beyond 

just attending services. It just makes sense if you attend our services and get something out of our 

faith experience, and enjoy the community fellowship, you would consider helping the Church in 

some way. Pledging makes planning our operations and ministries happen. Without pledging we 

couldn’t run the church. The more people who get involved the more Nativity can expand on 

God’s work in both the inside and outside community. As mentioned earlier, pledging is 

important to our budgeting and planning process and helps us figure out if we grow or cut 

activities in the coming year. 
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Q:  How many people pledge at Nativity? 

 

A:  Right now, about 75% of the congregation pledges. You can view this on the step up chart which 

is on the back of the monetary pledge card. We would like everyone to pledge in some amount. If you 

have never pledged before you can begin by just pledging one dollar. That’s it. What’s important here 

is you affirm your faith by pledging. The amount isn’t important, though anything you can give, 

would help Nativity greatly. 

 

Q:  What is Stepping Up? 

 

A:  Nativity needs help from its congregation! For about the past 5 years, giving has been receding. 

The Vestry has been responsible with the budget and for about the past 5 years has been cutting 

Outreach and Church operations. We simply can’t run the church this way. In fact, it can affect 

attracting a new minister to the church. To help improve our situation we are asking everyone to try to 

increase your pledges from last year. 

 

To help you figure that out, there is a step up chart on the back of the pledge card. Each step shows a 

range of giving along with how many people are within that group. We would hope you consider 

“stepping up” to the next giving level. Or, if you prefer, raise your pledge by 10%. If many of us did 

that, Nativity would be able to balance our budget and be healthy monetarily again. So please listen to 

your heart and consider Stepping Up! 

 

Q:   What’s the difference between monetary pledges and gifts? 

 

A:   Monetary pledges indicate your intended financial donation to the parish for the coming year.  

Gifts are unanticipated donations which fall outside of pledges (like the offering plate). Pledges 

convey a level of commitment that strengthens our bonds with the parish, and they are needed by 

the Wardens and Vestry for planning the budget for the coming year.  Gifts, while welcome and 

appreciated, usually cannot be forecasted or relied on for planning purposes.    

 

Q:   Can pledges be modified once made? 

 

A:   Yes, you can modify your pledge if necessary during the pledge year.  They are not legal 

contracts!  So you can pledge generously, with faith and optimism for the coming year, without 

fretting about unforeseen setbacks. 

 

Q:  Are there different ways I can give against my pledge? 

 

A:  There are several ways you can pay against your pledge. 

1. Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

2. Weekly envelopes 

3. Single check for total amount 

4. In equity such as transfer of stocks 

The Church can be flexible in helping make your giving as easy as possible. Should 

you have more questions on this please contact Cindy Loverin in the office and she’ll 

be glad to help you. 

 

Q:  Don’t we get money from the Diocese? 

 

A:   No, we don’t – it’s the other way around!  Unlike some churches such (e.g. Roman Catholic), we 

are not funded from the top down.  In fact, we are charged an annual assessment that we pay to 
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the Diocese to support the missions and operations of the whole Episcopal Church throughout the 

world.  Your pledges or gifts go to our parish, not the Diocese, but we fund the Diocese through 

this assessment (about $33,000 in 2017).  This is the second largest line item in our budget, after 

salaries and benefits. 

 

 

Q:  Don’t we have an Endowment? 

 

A:   Unfortunately, Nativity has very little endowment. So there is no cushion in case of a financial issue 

like we are experiencing now. We would like to begin to build an endowment, but to do that, our 

pledges would have to increase substantially. This is why we are asking our members to Step Up. 

 

Q:  How much money are we expected to pledge?  How much should I/we pledge? 

 

A:  This is a very personal decision, but the most important guide is your heart and what the level of your 

faith is guiding you to do. 

 

Whatever level of giving you are at, we ask that you increase your 2018 pledge by at least 10% over 

2017 or just give enough to Step Up. If you gave $100 per month, please try to increase to at least 

$110. So please help us and Step Up or increase by 10% over last year. 

 

Q:   What is the average pledge at Nativity? 

 

A:   For 2017 we received 88 pledges totaling $265,500.  The average annual pledge was $3,017.  The 

distribution of pledges ranges from under $1 per year to over $13,200. 

 

We hope this information was useful to you. If you have any other questions about Stewardship at 

Nativity please ask anyone on the Stewardship Committee. We would be glad to answer your questions. 

And please Step Up! 

 

 

 

 

 


