
 

 

Church of the Nativity in 
THE DIOCESE OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 

of the Episcopal Church 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

May 9, 2021 
 

Service Live on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/NativityNorthboro 

Or 

PhoneLiveStreaming dial-in number, 508-503-6442  

ORDER  
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Embraced    Equipped    Empowered 



 

 

Entering God’s Presence 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

People:      The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 

Collect of Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

  and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  

  our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

  perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hearing God’s Word 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: O God, you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts 

such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all 

things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can de-

sire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

 

A reading from Acts 10:44-48 

 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 

the word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 

on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So 

he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

The Response 

Psalm 98 

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the na-

tions. 
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4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity. 

 

The Epistle 

1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 

and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know 

that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his com-

mandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for what-

ever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 

conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with 

the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the 

one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

The Holy Gospel 

(please stand as you are able) 

 

Celebrant:   The holy Gospel of the Lord, Jesus Christ, according to  

  John 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 

you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 

in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 

in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in 

you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not 

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 

what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 

have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Fa-

ther. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 

go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands 
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call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not 

choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 

my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 

another.” 

 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

Sermon       

(Please be seated) 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
(Please stand as you are able) 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 

only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Fa-

ther. Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 

Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. . 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his king-

dom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glori-

fied.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 of life, who proceeds from the  

 

Prayers of the People     BCP p. 387 

 

Celebrant: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  

People: That we all may be one.  

 

Celebrant: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and  

  humbly serve you;  

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people.  

 

Celebrant: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and  

  Sacraments.  

 

Celebrant: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the  

  nations of the world;  

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
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Celebrant: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Celebrant: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or  

  trouble;  

People: That they may be delivered from their distress.  

 

Celebrant: Give to the departed eternal rest;  

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

Celebrant: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

Silence 

 

The Peace  

(Please stand) 

 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Great Thanksgiving   Prayer “A”      

 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

The prayer continues… 

 

Celebrant:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels  

  and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,  

  who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your  

  Name: 

 

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 

  Hosanna in the highest 

 

(Please stand or kneel as you are able) 

 

The prayer continues… 

 

Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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All:  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

 

The prayer continues… 

 

 

Celebrant:   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold  

  to say:   

All:        Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. On earth as it is in  

  heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us  

  our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  

  us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from  

  evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the  

  glory,  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Prayer concludes…. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Celebrant:   Alleluia! Christ our Passover is Sacrificed for us; 

People:        Therefore let us keep the feast Alleluia!  

The Post-Communion Prayer     BCP Page 366 

 

Celebrant: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 

members of the Body of your  Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 

now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the 

Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Dismissal 

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ 

People:  Ordinary People empowered to live Extraordinary Lives      

  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 



 

 

PARISH PRAYERS 

Week of May 9, 2021 

 

FOR THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH, its members and mission: 

The Diocese of Badagry – The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Com-

munion)  

The Most Revd Michael Curry Presiding Bishop of TEC 

Our Bishop, The Rt. Revd. Douglas Fisher 

St. Helena’s, Lenox 

Social Justice Commission 

Church School teachers & Christian Educators 

Episcopal Youth Event (EYE); 

The Society for the Increase of the Ministry (SIM) 

For the mission of the Church 

Peter Vanacore serving with the Christian Association of Youth Men-

toring  

FOR THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY, its members and its mission: 

For the Rev. Chad McCabe, Karen and Ethan 

FOR THE WELFARE OF THE WORLD:   

Our nation, and all in authority. 

Justice in our nation for people of all races and nations, particularly 

in all our cities.  

For those serving in our armed forces: The Rev. Chad McCabe, Dan 

Blair (Jackie’s Son), Eric Catalanotti, (Bruce and Kathy Reilly’s neph-

ew), Tanner Audia (Brad & Phyllis Nutting’s nephew), and Zach Lov-

erin (Cindy Loverin’s grandson), Matt Hesek (Deb Hesek’s son). 

For those on the frontlines of the fight against the Covid 19.  

Comfort for all those who are quarantined, alone and lonely, and 

for all those suffering from depression. For all special needs children 

who are having a hard time right now. For those who are struggling 

to make ends meet and those who are trying to keep their business-

es alive.  

FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER, or are in any need or trouble: 

Barbara Strom as she experiences health issues 

Peg Walcott: Healing 

Harriett Severance: Healing 

Marilyn Perry; Healing 

Deb Dwinell: Healing from cancer. 

Jackie Blair: Healing 

Madaliso Labaj: Healing 

For the continued health of Nancy Karsberg's 97-year-old father 

Richard, as well as the other residents and staff in assisted living  

For safety, health, and strength for Karen Zacher's family, including 

Cheyenne, Loreal, her grandsons, and her niece Mandy Johnson, 

who is a doctor at UMASS Medical Center  

For those who do not know Christ's love 

Peace for those who die alone and for their families left behind 

IN THANKSGIVING FOR:  

MEMBERS OF THE NATIVITY  

Bette Ann Whynot, Rodney Wiegersma, Janet and Kevin Wilcox, 

Jenna Williams, Judy Yauckoes, Karen Zacher, Sue Zarcaro 

FAMILY; FOR THOSE WITH BIRTHDAYS: Cara Ting (5/10), Elizabeth Har-

ding (5/13), Kristen Swift (5/13) 
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